\ 


$5 
* 


» ** 


— 
„* 
— 
4 
* 


+& 
- 
wi 


= 
+ 


COCK AN 


NEWGATE-STREFTs 


+ 7 
XY *- 4 2 * F : - 1 10 = | Re 
3 — * = a * 0 81 
F 8 * ; \ \ v % 7 5 hy ; — 11 1 
14 * : 2 W eee "1 
9 * ob ; © 1 848% * 83 : d . F FO 4% 
» LY . 3 by : YL | . \ x : ; 
8 N * * 7 2 ) 1 
1 PM * . 1 hq __ 
* * % > o 5 _ * 
d 5 0 
K 5 0 be of 1 W » * 
"7% 7 * 
*. 1 4 3 . be \ 05 5 A 
* 2 — 3 5 ; * * f . Fl * W 
: * 0 f 5 
* A . * s 1 


9 


1 8 
1 - 4 k 4 
3 c * oh > 
22 + : o 2 , * N 
1 7 
& * - 
o . 4 * .- 4 
** I - "Re * 
[ L 
SY RI * p : 7 * # 
5 i, > a » 
- ©, 5 o 
F -. ; * . 
wr F » : FN \* 8 
2”. £ . SN 
51 * . 5 
- . - q : 
=” 8 , 1 
1 4 2 * . * 1 4 Y F 
3 . % N buy” N ' 
* . p - * - < 
«x % ” 4 8 . * 
_ ) 12 7 — 5 
1 : 4 0 4 
= TY, E =, 
v * 
f . O ; 
- 4 
5 V CY = 
* . g þ 4 by wo 
1 * x * n 
” = 
. 2 , © , * 


No 


py 
8 | 
- 
+ 


* 1 N >" - 05 
. ; F 1 ; 8 
P - k FO. ; 2 ** - 
- & 4 * 
4 1 3 
- 6 * F 
» F e 
j i : 5 N : N. 1 
* 
6 &QJ 


I 


+ 
* 


CRE 


1 
„ 
4 
PR 
: 
; 


4 


ws PN EPA" rag. 


1 D 


a2 4 $7] 7 © oo 3 * — 434 2 
N - ** | 
| WER. 4 „„ Eb 
| ; g 5 2 5 
FP Ts ; 
. LE. 4a £64 AE AST SSC \ 5% L 
5 * of 98 4 E=2 p PR 


| SUPREME ; AUTHORITY | ; 2405" 


TAE THREE: NATIONS,” 25 


THE. PARLIAMENT: or THE | 1 5 5 3 


= COMMONYEALTH or rel. LAND | 


Mover: renowned OE han. who, like the heaven bo- =, 
dies, having for many years been in continual motion for 
your countries good, have, by God's bleſſing upon your 
unwearied labours, after ſo many hurricanes, by virtue of © 
; the act of May 9, 1649, brought the ſhip of State to an- 
chor into its deſired haven, and ſettled that furm of g-. 
vernment which was appointed for God's peculiar p 3 
who choſe a man of every tribe, a head of a houſe, cap». 2 
tains of thouſands, and of hundreds, famous, choice, and. 
mighty men of valour, chief of the fathers-of the chili. I 
dren of Iſrael, to aſſemble at Jeruſalem in public oon 
eils, (x Numb. iv. 2 Chron. i. 2. and v. 2.) a common» - | 
_ wealth and free ſtate; governed by their repreſentatives. | 
in parliament, and ſuch whom they ſhall appoint for the 
ER 1 B re =” 


5 a 

00 of che . of which bleſſed ſtatute J only ſay 
F= that ſince the apoſtles days there was never more 
divinity, reaſon, and eloquence, in any writing, for (as 
it is ſaid of humility) it is not only a virtue, but a ground- 
work for, and a veſſel that contains all the reſt; fo this 


ſtatute is that only hw (of the Medes and Perſians) that 


is unchangeable, and conſequently above the law-makers; 
for a free people may not make themſelves ſubject to any 
mortal man: that rule of my Lord Bacon's, that the ſu- 
preme power may not bind but diſſolve itſelf, being to be 
underſtood from Monarchy to 2 free State, but not frome 
liberty to lavery. But I obſerve, that few underſtand. the 
true ground and reaſon of it, looking no further than at 
the wickedneſs of kings, their oppreſſing, burdening, im- 
poveriſhing, and enſlaving the people, and ſo make it an 


act of ſelf- love, to eaſe themſelves in caſting their riders, 


4s if good kings might be tolerated, who giving the peo- 


} 


ple man good words, and ſome few good acts of grace, 
enffave them faſter, (as the ſun ſooner takes away the 


travellers Yoak thart the wind) like thoſe which we calt 


: good witches, that ſeem to cure one, that they may, with-' 
E Süd ſüſpicion, Bewitch twenty; ; Whereas, if any man ſhall” 


alk, Why hath the parliament aboliſhed the kingly office 
in England and Treland? the anſwer is, Becauſe God 


| edftinande@ them fo to do; that it was not out of any 
altection of Utrnee, br! yet only for the cafb of the peo- | 
Fe, put from 4 Divine precept, and conſcientious prin- 


cif; in the faithful diſcharge of t their duty to God and 


mah, that [for wy oe Weg to e Monarchy, f 
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is to make temſeclbes wiſer than God, who hath told 1 us, 
that there are no laws ſo righteous as thoſe which it 7: 
pleaſed him to give to his elect people to be governed by, 
Deut iv. 7. For what nation is there ſo great, that hath 
8 ſtatutes and judgment ſo righteous as all this law that 
| I fet before you this day, the very firſt of which laws 
was, that wiſe men and underſtanding, known to be ſuch Þ} 
among the tribes, ſhould be rulers and heads of the peo= # 
ple, Deut i. 13. An elective Demoeraey being a prin- 
eiple in nature for wiſe men to govern ignorants, as pa- 
rents their little children that cannot order themſelves, 
for Lean find no other ground whereon the conſcience of . 
a chriſtian can reſt, with any ſatisfaction, but the law of 
God: he whoſe conſcience bears him witneſs that he would 
have had no hand in the king's death, no finger in the 
change of tlie government, but in a dutiful conformity to 
the lawiof God; from the Divine authority (which fot to 
have dene had been flat rebellion againſt God, and à con- 
tempt of his holy law) ſleeping and waking will be at reſt; 
that to have made an agreement with him, had been but » | 
to put a crown of gold upon him, and z crown of thorns 
upon Jeſus Chriſt; the faving of him had been the behead-” 
ing'of all holineſs and righteouſneſs; ; the ſparing of him 
would have been of far more "miſchievous conſequence” 
than the ſparing 6f Agag; and if the life of the patlia- 
ment, and therein the lives of all honeſt people, had” 
not gone for his, certainly” never can any true chriſtian, 
that would have taken in his intereſt, be quiet in his 
n Wi tout repentance.- Judge Forteſeue (chap. V. 
„ 52 hath 
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Bath 2 ſtary of a gentle woman at Saliſbury, who being 
ga ccuſed by her own man for murdering her huſband, 
was, upon his oath, without any further proof, con- 
demned and burnt to aſhes ; ; but within a year after it 
was diſcovered that the accuſer, was the murder oe 
cleared his miſtreſs, though too late; but the He, ho. TY 
ſuffered the jury to find her guilty upon a ingle, pr 
(not informing them what proof was neceflary) the la of | 
God requiring two witneſſes, at the leaſt, in. ſuch cates, MY 
| Num. XXXV. 30. 0 Whoſo killeth any perſon, the mur 15 ; 
derer ſhall be put to death by the mouth of witneſſos; be J 
but one witneſs ſhall not teſtify againſt any perſon, to ; 
cauſe him to die; " was ſo troubled in mind, that he con- 
feſſed that he ſhould never be able to clear his conſcience | 
of that fact. You that profeſs x yourſelves to Lc chriſtians, / 
and yet would have taken in the intereſt of a murderer, 
ho was the principal author, contriver, ahettor, and 
countenancer of the effuſion of ſo much innocent blood, 4 
rapines, de vaſtations, depredations, and deſolations, in | 
England, Ireland and Scotland, for an unjuſt prerogative ; 31 l 
read the next verſe, 31. M8 Ye ſhall take no ſatisfaction 
. for the life of a murderer, which, is guilty. of death; but 
he ſhall. ſurely be put to death; and know that it is only . 
a the blood of Jeſus Chri 7 (which cleanſeth us from all ſin)-/ 
that can purge ) vou from that ſin, which calls for repent-/: 

' ance. in all ſorts of people. Levit. iv. 2, 27. And cer- 
tainly, if that judge was haunted with the glioſt of that 

8 gentle woman for an omiſſion: i in his duty, as aforeſaid, or 
Peradventure for not giving frict charge to the jury to 
enquire 
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enquire di ligently into all the circumſtances, how can 
any chriſtian hope to fleep in quiet, ſo long as he mur- 
murs and complains againſt the juſtice done upon ſuch 
a murderer; and God being as infinitely glorious in juſ- 
tice as in mercy, all that are for Chriſt are commanded 
to rejoice that he hath avenged the blood of Barrow, 4 
Greenway, Tiſdall, Coppinger, Mr. Burton, Mr. Prin, 
and Dr. Baſtique, and other his perſecuted ſervants, upon 
that ſtate of men which were moſt guilty thereof, Revel. 
xviii. 19, 20. and to blefs God that The roaring of the 
lion, the voice of the fieree lion, and the tecth of the 
young lions are broken : the old lion periſheth for lack of 
prey, and the ſtout lions n ſeattered abroad, Job. iv. : 
10. and Pſal. Iviii. 6, 10.“ It is not my private inter 
pretation, but the learned divines and their annotations, 
that by lions are meant tyrants, and by whelps their chil- 2 
dren ; that anti-chriſtian ſtate of men that would be ob- 
truding and enforcing liturgies and direQtories upon God's 
people, Iſaiah xiv. 13, 14, that will be like the moſt high, 
making their will a law, giving no reaſon or account of. 
their actions; he that opened not the houſe of his pri- 
ſoners muſt be caſt out like an abominable breach, verſes 
17, 19, and 21 ; prepare ſlaughter for his children, for 
the iniquity of their fathers, that they do not riſe nor 
poſſeſs the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities, . 
for the name, ſon, and nephew, muſt be cut off; and that 
Pſal. Iviii. compared with Ifaiah vii. 5, 6, ſeems as it 
were to propheſy and point at the third of September 
laſt; that whatever evil council fhould be taken againſt 
B 3 ttme 


2 


1 vi ] 


the good people in England, to ſet a king over them, even 
the Son of Tabeall ; thus ſaith the Lord God, it ſhall 


not ſtand, neither ſhall it come to paſs; the great teeth 


of the young lions are broken, thoſe wicked inſtruments 
F whereby they would hurt, ſhall melt away and be cut in 


pieces, therefore ſhall the righteous rejoice with anni ver- 
fary ſolemnities, for that there i is a God that hath judged 
in the earth. I have endeavoured to ſatisfy the people, 
that the great Gorgons head, that hath ſo long enchanted 
them, was facred Majeſty, and to evince it by ſcripture 
and reaſon, that Monarchical Government was never of 
| Divine inſtitution, ordained in love to any nation, but by 
a Divine permiſſion hateful in its nature, as adultery or 
murder; and now (moſt honourable) becauſe Gad will 
honour them that honour him. It is my duty to bear 
teſtimony to all thoſe excellent things which you have 
done for the glory of God and good of the nations. It 


. Was ſaid of Hercules, that no man deſerved ſo much as 


he, becauſe he freed the world from lions, wolves, and 
tygers; you, that may truly ſay with David, we have 
killed the lion and the bear, ſhall, I truſt, be bleſſed and 
aſſiſted to curb and overcome all the Goliahs that oppoſe 
righteouſneſs and holineſs ; : the Philiſtines, decelvers, and 
myſtical wolves; all oppreſſers and eruel men; all ſuch 
as are inwardly ravening wolves in point of ſelf-intereſt, 
building their fortunes upon the ruins of honeſt men, 
though they appear in any ſheeps clothing; ſo ſhall your 
names be famous and immortal: That God would make 
you makters over. the peoples hearts and minds, as well 
as 


.. 


vii J 


— 


as over their bodies, that you may be a burthenfome ſtone 
to all oppreſſion, to break in pieces all petty tyrants, and 
to conquer not only the eccleſiaſtical beaſt but the politi- 
cal; that if it be his will you may live to” raiſe the 
ſuperſtructures, and finiſh the building of that foundation, 
which you have ſo happily laid and begun ; and that after 
long lives, for the glory of God, and the good of the 
nations, you may be received into that bliſsful inheri- 
tance of the ſaints in light, where is all day and no night, 
where your daily cares and troubles ſhall ceaſe, and the 
voice of the oppreſſor ſhall not be heard, fo prays 


Your honours moſt dutiful and thankful ſervant, 


JOHN COOKE. 


, 7:55 
_ . 
1 * 
of | | 
* % wa 
N 
* 
Go * 3 
$ 1 . 1 
* Y% 1 
2 %4 - 
. 


a 95 
— % 
J 4 ü er 
; , L 1 PM — 
EY. 2 — 
vx 
J 4 8 | 
| * -»« 
K. 
2 CT. o 
* 4 * » 
3 Py | 
4 2 
| | * 


— + <A  - 


— — 9 r= — — 
—— ———7˖—⁵ͤʃ³ — — 


—— — 


. 
Br LR. r d oe Rr i Cove Sas NN ap 
e S TE Ct IT" 8 : n 2 
2 ͤ ĩ² —J—J—ñ— l 2 3 r . 
8 32% Soren Se Ro et EN 


4 FA 3 8 . 8 PP Wi, e 
2 oo I rg 3 n l q PE © n r "> 
RE LN CA ins . ae ES: Ts 3 . c e 
BTR RW ̃ͤ A 97> 2 * } . e 2 * 1 L W 


CC 
RR 
dna” PIT 2 


- . SD 
* = 2 RO. as 2 
4 8 


S 
. 


55 WES g 


Ly 
"% 6 
8 
2 * 
5 
. 
- * 
„ 
3-48 
ER 
+ 2 
_ 
4 
<4 
_” 
3 "% F 
1 
bx 
a 
EIS 
25 
„ 
oF 
22 * 7 
25.08 
= 
FA 
7200 
he oY 
1 
Ws 
3 
9 
59 
3 
+ 
"0 
rf 2 
Bo. + 
Wes 
- 
- 
s * 
2 
A 
os - 
3 
3 
87 
+9 
» 238 
92 
VM 
* 
al 
* 
3. 
„ 
3 
SJ by 
5 md 
© 
na 2 x : 
7 
ny wh » 
WS 
3 
** "os 
of 
"Kea 
208 
2 
L- ö 
ax 
* 
3 
"x. = 
by 
1 
"6 
2% 
"We 
_ x. 
8 
l 
" 
Mo 
. or 
be 
We + 
1 
1. 
1 
4 
"af 
3 
3 
"IA 
. = 
a» 
1737S 
** 
9 
Fo 
© £28 
- 
5 
Bd 
> == 
"7 
BE 
FX 
5520 
7 — 
1 
M1 
=” 
* 
1 
$0 y 
3 
3 
} 9 
5 * p 
F 
We 5 
BE 
2 
WT 
We - 
3 
. - 3:4 
A 
4 
© 


MONARCHY. 
NO CREATURE 
GOD'S MAKING, & 


> - "It - * * / : 
a £ . * a 
* 1 * * 
Cn of 4 * as 
* 


By Monarchy 1 underſtand the government of * 


man over many, to give laws and commands alone; to 


have thouſands accountable to him, and he alone to be E 
accountable to God; as the late king Charles, in 3 Car. 4 
in his ſpeech (printed amongſt the ſtatutes no doubt by 
the finger of God, to let the world ſec what he ever in-- 
tended) in theſe words: I muſt avaw that I awe an ac 
count of my actions to none but God alone: God is no- 
more the author of ſuch a government than he is the 
author of ſin, which to hold is to deny him to be God; 

for he that believes a Deity, muſt conclude that God is 1 
without fault, without defect, infinitely good, and juſt, 

or elſe he is not God. Monarchs that aſſume an abſolute 


ſupremacy to do what they liR are not creatures of God's. 


ordination by his promiſſive hand of love, but God per- 
mits ſuch to be, as he fuffers ſin to be in the world by 


his permiſſive hand of divine providence, being that wiſe - 


„ 
phy ſician that makes uſe of poiſon for the gohd of thoſe 
that fear him, and that knows how to create light out of 
darkneſs. Indeed we read, Dan ii. 21, That God re- 
moveth kings, and ſetteth up kings. Pſal. Ixxv. 7. Job. 
xxxiv. 30. God plucks down tyrargs that they may op- 
preſs no more, yet ſuffers an hypocrite ſometimes to reign 
for the wickedneſs of a people, but he appoints no govern- 
ment but what is juſt and rational, as a Nemocracy or 
Ariſtocracy elective, for that wife men ſhould govern 
ignorants is a principle in nature; but that God ſhould 
create millions of people to be ſubject to the arbitrary 
luſts of one man, and that to go in ſucceſſion to a minor 
or idiot; that he ſhould be governor over millions, that 
Knows not how to order himſelf, reaſfog abhors it, and 
God approves it not, though he permits it ſo to be; 25 
| thoſe great empires of Turkey, Perſia, the Tartars, Mo- 
gul, Ruſſia, China, Preſto- John, and to come nearer the 
potentates in Europe; whoever aſſumes fuch an abſolute, 
unlimited, prerogative and fupremacy, to make laws, 
= war, pardon murders, to ratſe money when he wants it, Y 
and makes himſelf judge of that neceffity, fuch a gover- 
nor rules not by God's immediate will and love of appro- 
bHation, but his mediate will of wrath and anger, which 
he appoints not, having commanded the contrary, viz. 
a juſt, rational government; but permits and ſuffers 
tyranny and oppreſſion, for glorious ends and reaſons beſt 
known to his Divine Majeſty ; and if any fuch be called 
gods, Pfal. lxxxii. 6. it is no otherwiſe than as fatan is 
called the god and king of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and 
TS, the 


- 


1 


the prince of the air, who ruleth in the children of di- 
obedienee; for to make any chief magiſtrate above law, * 
is to make authority which is given of God to puniſh ſin, ; 

to be a protection againſt Heaven contrary to God's pure 
eſſence; not only as if he approved ſin, but as if he 
ſhould protect fin by an ordinance of his own inſtitution 
and any accountablenefs in a monarch deſtroys that 
government, and thoſe politic and ſpecious arguments 
brought for the maintenance of monarchy (no doubt the- Þ 
beſt that could be had for money): Poor Calvin made 
many rich. He that could bring a freſh- argument againſt 
Calvin's life or doctrine, or for the pope's ſupremacy, Þ 
had a good penſion with impunity ; for enormities pre- 
ccdent or ſubſequent, that they ought not to be aceount- 
able to law for the prevention of mutinies and infurrees 

tions; that if the king of France or Spain ſhould kill a 
man, it would be more hazard and coſt to the people te” 


bring them to juſtice than to let them eſeape unpuniſhed;z”* | 


and monarchs having the militia at their commands, and 
carrying life and death in their eyes and tongues, no man. 
dares proſceute againſt them. The poor ſheep thought is 
very fit that there ſhould be a bell tied about the wolves 
neck, to give notice ef his approach, but none of them durſt 
adventure to tie it about him; and therefore, ſays worldly - 
wiſdom, let the people be accountable to kings, and they 
only be accountable to God, that is, let the wolves and 
bears devour the ſheep- without control; as if God had 

appointed the bee to make honey only for. the drones; 
| | this 


[ 12 ] 


Wis i is to cxalt the wiſdom of fooliſh men above the inſi- 
nite wiſdom of the eternal God. | 
But the queſtion preciſely ſtated, is, Whether Miorir- | 


; chical government have any footing in the word of God 


to be of Divine inſtitution? which I deny ; and becauſc, 


1 have obſerved that the ground of ſo many errors is 


principally men's ſmatching at ſcripture, reading here and 
there a verſe, and very few in compariſon that will take 
the pains to confalt the whole mind of God; therefore I 
would, in a parentheſis, intreat all ſuch as pretend to 


| : chriſtianity, to begin at the firſt of Geneſis, and not 


be weary of reading till they come to the end of the | 
Revelation ; daily praying and caſting themſelves upon 


God's affiſtance for the guidance of his holy ſpirit in the 


interpretation thereof; for indeed it is a ſhame for a child 


bt not to be acquainted with his fathers will, every legacy 


part and branch thereof: every one will be objecting. 
What, was not David a monarch, and a man after God's 
own heart? Pray ſtay a while. It is not faid that David's 


WW ofice was after God's own heart, and the contrary will 
WW plainly appear if we confult thoſe ſacred oracles, yh 


hich 
{the more is the pity) men do not value as their pardon. 


4 or evidences of their ſalvation, but diſeſteem them as if 
W they were their indictment; like unhandfome people care 
W not for the glaſs, or as the "clephans that mugds the water 

to hide its own deformity. 


* 


To begin then with Adam, who had an abe ſu- 


-premacy over the. creatures; but neither Adam (nor 


ee 


„ 


Noah, who was the heir of che new world) e ever WORE g 
lenged to be kings, becauſe for one man to ſct himiſelf 
above others, 'without giving an account of his actions, 
is, to put off the nature of man, and to make himſelf 9 
a God, whoſe will is a law, and the ground of all created” | 
goodneſs and juſtice ; things being therefore good and Juſt f 
Ne God wills them, and he does not t will them — 
cauſe they. are good and juſt. n 
Ihe firſt man then that we find taking upon Hh kingly 2 
power was Nimrod, Gen. x. 8, 9, the mighty hunter. 
What did he hunt? The lives, liberties, and eftates of I 
poor people; thoſe that would not hunt and catch v 
ſon for him he hunted them, and ever fince, though 1 never 
before, monarchs and tyrants have hunted men, as men 
have hunted bears and wolves, and ſuch noxious erea- 
ture; and it is obſervable, that the · tower of Babel was 2 
not built to advance any one man, or to get glory to 2 5 
* perſon, as a king above his brethren, but to 
gain a name and renown to them all, Gen. Ni. 4. Let 
us make us a name not one of us. If any Ca valeriſt or 
Caroliſt object that Cain was a king over Abel, becauſe? 
of his primogeniture, being the firſt born, and heir to 
the privileges of Adam; and that the Lord promiſed* | 
Cain, that if he did well he ſhould rule over Abel, Gen. 
iv. 7. That will more diſſervice him in the rear and 
conſequence, than advantage him in the front, for Cain 
was aceountable for murder, and was a man oſ death for 
killing Abel; and though he did not die, (perad venture . 

| becauſe there were then. few. to take example, and te he 
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WM terrified by his death) yet by that murder he was ade 
We incapable of enjoying any dignity; and God did not pre- 
ſerve: him alive in love, but reproved him in his fury, 
that others which ſhould. be bern after might ſee the 
vagabond and fugitive, and magnify the juſtice of God 
upon him, the branding, fear, and ſhame that he under 
went, being far worſe than death; and ſo the firſt king 
was not unaccountable but loſt all for a murder. So true 
it is, that many a man mart ies a widow, that would gladly 
Ji be rid of her train of children; and whereas many have 
| inſtanced i in David's caſc, that he was a man of blood; 
; | in the murder of Uriah, and yet not put to death; the an- 
beer is eaſy; that David ought, by the law of man, to 
have ſuffered death, though he was a monarch, eee 
than cauſed him to be his on judge, 2 Sam. Xii. 5. As 
the Lord liveth, that man that hath done this thing ſhall - 
furely ny. —< Then Nathan ſaid to mn Phou art 
the man.” And if he had ſaid no more, there - muſt have 
been ſome exeeutioner found out to have adm the” 
fe of David, it being againſt the law of nature to make ; 
4 any. man his on executioher; but be pleaſed to obſerve, 
| tow. Nathan aggravated the fin, ver. 8, 9, as if it were 
a far greater ſin fer David to commit a murder than för 
0 a private man, becauſe it is a double ſin, murder and 
breach ef truſt it is the higlieſt treaſon for a king tc to 
Wimurder his ſubjects; and there can be no greater honour” 
0 any: people: in the world, than to do juſtice” upon a 
WMimurderons king,; but ver. 13, David confeſſed his fim: 
Ie ſinned againft the Lord? ia killing Ulia the 
WI Hittite 


N 
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Hittite with the ſword, and ſlaying, him with the. ſword 


of the children of Ammon, though. David never: touched 


the weapon that ſhed. the blood of Uriah, 2 Sam. xi; 14. 
Therefore it is an impotent argument, that the late king 
never killed any man with his own hands, and as weas 
to. ſay, that there was no malice in him which fore 
mally denominates and diſtinguiſhes murder from mas- 
ſlaughter; but a martial, contending: for his own right 
upon ſuch: probable grounds, that if a plaintiff in chan- 
cery were nonſuited he ought not to pay any colts,. for- 
that he had a probable cauſe of litigation. for if there. 
was not a prepeneed and precogitated malice -againſt all. 
public ſpirited men againſt whom he breathed out ſo many. 


- threatenings, wiſhing that they had but one; head, thats 


they might be taken off at a blow, as another Nero; yet. 
there was malice in law, and malice implied; to kill; 
every. man that ſhould ſtand in his way of an abſolute: 1 
unaccountable- domination, which certainly is a clearer; 3 
malice. than a thief hath- that kills a man that will not, 

loſe his purſe; the thief hath no deſire to hurt the honeſt 
man, wiſhes him at his own houſe in fafety, if he would. 


but leave his purſe behind him; for I appeal to every. 


ſober man, whoſe. Judgment is. not corrupted by pre- 
engaged affeQions, which is more. heinous; murder and, 
oftence in the. ſight of God, for a poor man to rob a neh 


man of ten pounds, and in caſe of reſiſtance to Kill him, 


or for a prinee that for the maintenance of his prerogative. 
(which himſelf ſays is to be accountable for his actions to. 


none but God alot e) ſhall grant commiſſions: of array, and. 


raiſe | 


* 

raiſe armies, to put a whole land into a combuſtion and 
+ flame, to the pillaging, plundering, maſſacreing and de- 
ſtroying many thouſands of poor innocent people. And 
Nathan faid to David, the Lord hath put away thy fin, 
thou ſhalt not die. No man can pardon murder but God 

alone; ſo that the reaſon why David was not put to death 

for that murder, was not for the authority that he had as 

a king, but out of God's pure merey to him, there being 
a ſuperſedeas to the execution from the court of Heaven, 
thereby to make him and Manaſſes in the old teſtament, 
and Paul in che new, patterns to ſuch as ſhould believe, 
not only of eternal, but of temporal ſalvation. He that ; 
may command Abraham to factifice Iſaae, may pardon 
David for killing Uriah; that however the good thief 

was put to death, and if a godly man commit a murder, 

he ought as well regularly to ſuffer death as the moſt im- 

pious, the law of man bearing a correſpondency with the 
a of God; that he that never fins till ſeventy, if he 
chen kill a man, muſt then ſuffer. death, not only tem- 
poral but eternal, if he be under the law, Gal. iii. 10. 
W x Pet. iv. 5. Let no believer ſuffer as a murderer, thief, 
or evil doer, proves that if any ſuch be murderers, they 
ought to ſuffer; and the next verſe holds forth to me 

more than what is ordinarily obſerved ; yet if any man 

| ſaffer as a Chriſtian, not for his religion only, for then it 
mould ſignify no more than ver. 14; but if a faint ſhould, 
F through the ſtrength of a temptation, and malice of fatan, 
$ commit * murder, (as the beſt man living may poſſibly 


ö commit TP” fin, but the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt) in 
fuch 


N 
| 
| 
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fook a caſe. let him ſuffer legal We a cen; 2 
let not him be terrified ſo much at the preſent death, as 
rejoice that he is going to his father's houſe, to eternal 
happineſs; let him be more affected and afflicted that 
religion ſhould ſuffer by his fault, than for his on ſuffer- 
ings; let him take a kind farewell of faith, which ſhall 
preſently be turred into viſion, and of repentance, for 
that all tears ſhall inſtantly be wiped from his eyes; let 
him feel by che ſpirit how all things work together for 
his good, even his great ſin for which he ſuffers, it being 
the occafion to bring him ſooner te his crown of glory; 
I fay, though this be regularly true, that'if a godly man 
commit a murder the law will take hold of him, 1 Tim. 
Ix. 10. yet if the Lord work hearty contrition in his ſoul + 
for the offence, as in the cafe of David, I have finned, 
and the heart be kindly touched with godly ſorrow (which 
did not appear to be the caſe of the late king), it ſeems 
to me that they which carry the fword may in ſome ſpe» 
cial caſes ſave ſueh a man alive where happily the Lord 
| hath fo ſanQified that affliction to him; that he is thereby ß 
become a new creature, and is not the ſame man that 
offended, and may be more ſerviceable and inſtrumental 
for the public, thanhis'death would have been of advantage 
to the people in point of exemplary terror, without any 
violation or infringement of that preceptive fundamental 
Jaw of Gen. ix. 6. the reaſon whereof being perpetual, ſo 
long as men are made after God's image, it can never 
be abrogated ; though any one ſhould extraordinarily be 
Haved, by the equity of the law, as in David's caſe, who 
. * 


if 18 1 


certainly, were it not for ſome ſpecial reaſon, as a king, 
did more deſerve death than for a private perſon to com? 
mit a murder, as he that is a ſcholar, and knows the law, 
ought in reaſon rather to be hanged: for ſtcaling, than he 
that cannot read a letter; as Levit. iv. 3, 27, 28. If A 
prieſt ſin, it requires a greater expiation; he muſt offer 
a bullock, whereas if a poor: man, fy 1 eme, 
a kid was ſufficient. 

He that with David medlitates i in God. > pens 8 
defights i in his holy law and ſtatutes, Pſal: exix. 15 5. ſhall 
find that in judgment the perſon. of the poor is not to be 
reſpected, nor the perſon of the mighty to be, honoured 
hut in righteouſneſs every man to be judged, Levit. xix. 

15. Kings to die for murder as well as others, and higher 
ſeaffolds to be creed for them than others, by reaſon of 
their high birth, that juſtice upon them may be more 
conſpicuous; ; another generation will as much. wonder 
that wiſe Royaliſts ſnould be taken with ſuch fond argu- 
ments, as we do now admire that our anceſtors ſhould ſo 
long believe tranſubſtantiation; a king's unaccountable- 
neſs, and a popeꝰs infallibility, being all one in the balance 
of reaſon. Did not the people diſobey a man after God's 
own heart, in the cafe of Jonathan? and yet, vain men to 
preach paſſive obedience, where a power ſhall be aſſumed 
above law to pardon murderers, diſſolve parliaments con- 
tending for a negative voice, to make ſolemn elections of 
knights and burgeſſes in parliament: n and no 
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The Patriarchs, until Moſes time, governedi in 1 feng; 
ral lines and families, according to the mind of God, 
never refuſing to give an account of all they did to thoſe 
whom they were over in the Lord. Indeed the Nimrods 
and the Pharaohs exerciſed and uſurped authority oyer 
poor creatures, and finding Nimrods monarchy, Gen. x. 
in the xvith chapter we find wars, four kings fighting 
againſt five, but for the great empires of the Aſſyrians (oh 
Aſſyria, the rod of mine anger) Medes and Perſians, Gre- 
clans and Romans, that have been in the world. There 
is no more ground in ſeripture to make ſuch imperial 
government to be of God, than there is for the Pope's. 
ſupremacy ; they that expect another Antichriſt are as 
blind as the poor Jews that look for another Meſſiah; 
and I hope it will be granted me, that antichriſtian govern- 
ment is no more of God's ordaining, than the devil may 
be ſaid to be God's ordinance, becauſe he is permitted to. 
do miſchief for a time; and though we read, Gen, xi. 
26. that good Abraham and Iſaac made a covenant with 
king Abimelech, that does not prove him to be a king « of 
God's appointment, for he had either made himſelf a 
king by force, or elſe being a valiant man, poor people 
were conſtrained to run to ſuch for protection, and to put 
their, lives, liberties, and eſtates, under their power, to 
prevent a greater miſchief; and being ſo ſubjected, the 
Nimrods have dealt, from time to time, no better with 
them than the lions with poor beaſts which they get into 
their dens, devour them at their pleaſures, thinking it 
a great courteſy if they reſerve them to the ſecond courſe, 
C2 as 
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28 Pöliphemüs promiſed Ulyſſes to keep him for the laſt 
ble; or if they afforded them food and raiment, it is but 
as the Tarks ufe their flaves, feed them fat that they may 
the better endure their blows. It is the text of the civil 
law, that all is the emperors, and what the people enjoy 
is of courteſy; for, ſays the emperor, I expect all, and 
were it not for me another Nimrod ſhould difpoil them 
of all; and {6 he that ſteals a gooſe and leaves a few ſea- 
thers behind him thinks the poor woman is much be- 
holden to his gentleneſs ; but let ſuch titles and claims 
be examined by the word of God. 
Before we come to king Moſes, we read of many kings 
N Edom, and dukes that deſcended of Eſau, Gen. xxxvi. 
4 3 He is Eſau, the father of the Edomites, but not 
a x" that this government was approved by God : And 
what good did Pharoah ever do, but at the inſtance of 
Joſeph, in giving a habitation and maintenance to jacob 
and his children ? Gen. xIvil. Iti is | poſſible that tyrants | 
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to the enacting of ſome wholefoins taws, tilt keeping 
the militia in their own hands, to have a power” to deſtroy 
all when they pleaſe. Exod. i. 8. There arofe up a new 

king over Egypt, which knew not Joſeph, but oppreſſed 
God. 8 people; and he ſaid unto his people, behold the 
pe: people of the children of Iſrael are more and mightier than 
e, ebme on, let us deal wiſely with them; reaſon of ſtate 
put Jeſus Chriit to death, ver. 14. All their ſervice, 

"wherein they made them ſerve, was with rigour; then 

the Lord, bein moved with com pln towards the Iſ- 

raclites» 


* 
raelites, reſpected their ery; he appeared to Moſes, faye 
ing, that he would ſend him to Pharoah, to bring them 
out of Egypt, Exod. iii. 11; fo that Moſes was the firſt 
king, or ruler of God's making; but Moſes, like ung 
his Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus, was not willing to be kings 
Exod. iv. 10. 1 am not eloquent, ſays Moſes, but flow o 
ſpeech ; and God's anger was kindled againk him. Hume 
ble pride is proud humility ; when God calls to any em- 
ployment a chriſtian may not deny the work of God ppon 
his own fpirit ; but ſee what a gallant public ſpirit king 
Moſes had, Exod. v. 22, 23. Lord, ſays he, I can do no | 
good for thy people. It is the greateſt grief to à man of | 
| hongur that he cannot ſee through his buſineſs to the fur- 
theſt end of it, and when he cannot, with Paul, do that 

good which he would, ſuch a man hath a divine calling; 
and fee how Moſes ſtands for the peoples liberty; Eat. 
x. 9, He would not accept of his. own liberty. without 
the peoples rights, but was vying to loſe Wees Wee 
ral life to fave them ſpirituall r,. ie 
: The next ruler to him, of 7 ge was his 
ſuecefſar Joſhua, Deut. xxxiv. g. as God had been with 
Moſes, guiding his heart and hand to govern the people 
by che law of right reaſon, not aſſuming any unacconnt- 
able authority over them, but to ſpeak and act in auch 
evidence and demonſtration of the ſpirit and power 80 
them, that the moſt ignorant amongſt them might cafily 
perceive that Moſes intended the peoples. good; and if 
any one could have given advice how to have caſed them, 


or comforted them n kind more than de 44, We 
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would no doubt have hearkened unto it; and when the 
people murmured, as for this Moſes we know not what 
he is, he drew no ſword againſt them, to Hurt them, but 
prayed for them, and cried over them ; ſo then the Lord 
appointed Joſhua to ſucceed Moſes, and the people ac- 
cepted of him, and approved of God's election. Joſhua i. 
15, 16, 17, 18, is a very ſweet covenant and agreement 
made between magiſtrates and people, not a word of paſ- 
ſive obedience to do Joſhua' s will, or ſuffer his difplea- 
ſure, * but the people promiſed to hearken unto him as 
they did to Moſes; only the Lord thy God be with thee. 
as he' was with Moſes, that is, ſo far as the Lord'is with 


| thee, in the way of holineſs and righteouſneſs, ſo far we. 


are' thy ſubjects and no farther, and whoſoever rebels 
againſt thy commands fo far as it is the commandment 
of the Lord, ſhall ſurely die. Then Joſhua i ili. 9, fays to 
the people, come hither, and hear the word of the Lord 
your God; and iv. 14, the people feared Joſhua, but it 
was becauſe the Lord had magnified him in the ſight of 
All Iſrael. The laws that the people were governed by⸗ 
wete the laws of God, which Moſes had written in the 
preſence of the people of Iſrael, Joſhua viii. from the 
Zrſt to the 35th; and in all difficult cauſes no doubt but 
Joſhita conſulted with the elders of Iſrael, Joſhua x. He 
; hangs up five kings, makes quick work with them; they 
did not plead that their perſons were ſacred, that they 


5 were the Lord's anointed, and not to be touched; but 


ſaid Joſhua, ver. 25, thus ſhall the Lord your God do 
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{ay, if tl ere be-at any time, ſo long as God Hhath a people 
in the world, a king in England, Scotland, or any other part 
of the world, fighting againſt them, the captains of the men 1 
of war muſt put their feet upon the necks of ſuch kings, 
whoever they be; and they! muſt! be ſmitten, ſlain, and 
hanged up until the evening; and never did trees in Eng- 
land yield and bring forth ſueh ſweet fruit as thoſe where- +» 
of the ſeaffolds were made at Whitehall, January 30, 
1648; ſome ſlips or ſtoeks whereof tobe planted for the 
ſame good uſe of hanging and beheading all tyrants and 
oppreſſors, will be more worth to the three nations than 
all che timber in the foreſt of Dean! In the ſame, chap. 
vii, kings more are conquered-and ſmitten; and Joſhua 
x11, 24, all the kings, 31; and obferve the precious 
counſel that good Joſhua gives to the people before his 
death, ſuel rulers, and no others, are of the Lenny 1 1 
e Ab e764 hun qu e ao! | 
Come we to the Bock df: Judges, Joſhua a * 
the people did evil in thesſight of the Lord, ii. 11 3 and 
they were ſold into the hands of their enemies that 
| ſpotted them4 yet, ver. 16, the Lord raiſed up judges 
| Fhieh deli vered them out of the hands of | thoſe: that 
ſpoiled them; and chap iii. 9, the Lord raiſer up:a de- 
liverer-t6 the people of Iſrael, who delivered them, even 
 Othaniel;/ and the ſpirit of the Lord came upon him, and 
he judged Iſrael, and went out to war: ver. 15, leſt- 
handed Ehud flew Eglon; chap. vi. 14, the Lord raiſed 
up Gideon to deliver Iſrael from the Mideanites; and 
e vii, they would have made him king; then the 
| C4 men 


11 „% } 


men of Iſrael ſaid unto Gideon, rule thou over us, 22, 23 
both thou and thy ſon, and thy ſon's fon alſo, for thou 
haſt delivered us from the hand of Midean; and Gideon 
ſaid unto them, I will not rule over you, neither-ſhall my 
| fon rule over you, the Lord ſhall rule over you; Gideon 


no footſtep in ſcripture, but the Lord is ſaid to rule when 
fit men rule by the laws of God, chap. viii. 33, 34, 355 
The people ſoon forgot God and Gideon; then, chap. ix. 
the bramble will be king, that which is a curſe of God 
upon che earth, Gen iii. 18, will play Rex. Gideon 
| would. not be King, but Abimelech makes no bones to 

If Kill ſeventy of his brethren to make himſelf king, ix, 5. 
I Js ſuch one likely to be a governor of God's appoint- 
| ment? Can it be the mind of God that the trees of the 

foreſt ſhould have a bramble to reign oyer them? Jotham 
the ſurvivor, ver. 7, ſtands up and ſays, hearken untg 
me, ye men of 'Sechem, that God may harken unto you; 
and may I humbly beg leave of my miſerably deluded 
and diſcontented countrymen to put them in mind of Jo- 
ji tham's parable, and in true love to tell them, that as Jo- 
cham by that parable foretold their ruin, and ver. 57, 
the curſe of Jotham, the ſon of Jerubbaal, Wag fulfilled 
upon them accordingly ; ſo, undoubtedly whoeyerſhall, by 
plots-and conſpiracies, endeavour to introduce any. of Abi- 
melechs race or conditions to be king of England, Ireland 
or Scotland, or act any thing againſt the late ſtatute for the 
a boliſhing of kingly power, ſhall periſh by the ſword: of 
| ka and thoſe cities. that reſiſt ſo juſt acts and. ordi- 
e nances 
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rejects the motion with diſdain. Hereditary kingdoms have 
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nanees ſhall be beaten down and ſowed with ſalt, ver. '45; 
The Lord grant that the ſalt there mentioned, and Lot's 
wife's con verſion into a ' pillar of ſalt, Gen: xix. 26. (Which 
the Lord Jeſus would have us remember Luke xvii. 32.) 
may be as (avory. condiments to ſeaſon men's ſpirits, with | 
a deteſtation of all tyranny and oppreſſion; and with a love 
to juftice and rational government; that the parllament 
may give us every day more and more of the fatneſs of 1 
the olive, the peace bringing olive, quick, cheap, and 
ſure juſtice, which can only make peace and harmony ia | 
a commonwealth, it being the only ſtrong oak that ean 
keep up the ſſiip of ſtate from ſinking; and let all that 
would not be found fighting againſt God make a cove- 
nant of ſalt to be true and faithful to the commonwealth; 
as it is now eſtabliſhed, renouncing- over to have am 
thing more to do in ee Go * what became | 
vf him, vr. PO 1 3 
S800 God will adoubtedly render the wickbdne of thoſe 
ens imbrued their hands in the blood of that learned Dr. 
Doriflaus, and the ingenious Mr. Aſeam, upon their πẽ u 
heads, for ſuch bloody actions are ſeldom only puniſhed 
in hell, chap: xi. Jephthah, the Gileadite, that mighty 
man of valour, (who was thruſt out of his native place by J 
his brethren) was ſoon called back to their affiftancey to 
be their captain and ruler: note there a plain agreement 
and ſtipulation between a prince and people, and certainly 
ſo it was in the beginning of parliaments; no doubt but 
it was agreed upon, under hand and feal, (but king's. 
have been too fubtle creatures to ſuffer it to be printed) 
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that if the king ſhould be of one judgment, and the repre- 
ſentatives of another, it muſt paſs according to the public 
reaſon of the whole, and that parliaments were not to be 
diſſolved till the buſineſs was done-which they met about; 
otherwiſe, what fickle things were kings? and, what vain 
things were parliaments, as building of eaſtles in the air? 
Now Jephthah having judged Iſrael fix years died, xii. 7, 
after whom Ibzan and Edom were judges; they being 
dead, the children of Iſrael did evil again in the ſight of 
the * and the Lord delivered them into the hands of 
the Philiſtines forty years, xiii. 1; then the ſpirit of the 
Lord began to move in Sampſon, and his valiant exploits 
are the ſubſtance of the xivth; xvth, and xvith chapters; 
then comes the great objection which the Royaliſts make, 
chap. xvii. 6; in thoſe days there was no king in Iſrael, 

but every man did that which was right in his own. eyes; 

chap. xviii. 1, and xix. 1; repeated upon the occaſion of 
he abuſe and murder of the Levite's concubine, where 

the holy ghoſt does not mean ſuch a king as Abimelech, 
or as the Gentiles had, to breathe. life into the laws by 
his royal aſſent, for ſueh a king the people of Iſrael never 
had, nor owned in the land of Canaan: not a man that 
challenged a power unaccountable, to oppreſs, murder 
ſwear, Pacer, and commit all manner of wiekedneſe 
without eontroul, ſuch a monſter being fitter to carry gar- 
bage to bears than to dive amongſt civil people; but there 
vas then no man zealous for God's glory to fight for Iſ- 
zach,” and to judge them according to the law of God, 


[therdfore the Lord raiſed vp Sumuel, a fingular man for 
aaa 


E 
Jaſtice and mercy, 1 Sam. i. 28. Hannah, his mother, 
lent him to the Lord, chap. iii. The word of the Lord was 
revealed unto him, he dealt faithfully in telling Eli what 
the Lord commanded, thereupon he was eſtabliſhed to be 
a prophet of the Lord, chap: vii. ver. 20. He exhorteth 
to ſolemn repentance; then they make him a judge, ver; 6. 
being ſo he yet prayed, and ſacrificed, and the Lord dif- 
comfited the Philiſtines by thunder, and Samuel judged ' 
Iſrael all his days, and went circuits, carrying home Juſtice 
to the peoples houſes, and built an altar unto the Lord 
having, ver. 12, taken a ftone, and called the name of 
it 1 ſaying, hitherto hath the Lord helped 
Judges being to take ſpecial eare that God may be 

N worſhipped and glorified, and that God's people 
may not forget the arg e of the Lond in ee _ 3 
enemies. e | 

Certainly Moſes and Samuel were two yl ahie beſt ein I 
that'ever were in the world, and are to be as patterns and 
Jooking-glaſſes to all magiſtrates ; ſo that as he is'the beſt 
chriſtian, that is moſt like unto Jefus Chriſt, ſo he is the 
| beſt judge, that is moſt like unto Moſes and Samuel. 
Moſes, Exod. xvili. 13, fat to judge the people who ſtood 
by him from” the morning until the evening he ended 
the buſineſs of the day with the day; ver. 16, ſays he, 
judge between one man and another, and I make them 
know the ſtatutes of God and his laws; if a judge can but 
teach people the ſtatutes of God and his laws, his work is 
in a good forwardneſs, and more than half done: In thit 

Samuel is commended for telling Eli the deſtruction of 

ED e his 
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his houſe; it argues that the beſt part of faithfulneſs is 
to diſcover the abuſes and errors in any profeſſion, as be- 
ing beſt known unto them, for the end bf the profeſſors, 
and of every ones profeſſion, ought to be the ſame (viz.) 
the welfare of the body politic; therefore, whereas there 
are many difficulties and rubs that lie in the alleys of juſtice, 
that poor men are overborne in their righteous cauſes by full 
purſes, which the reverend judges, proceeding regularly 
as they find the courſe of the court cannot remedy, with- 
out the power of parliament, I have ſeriouſly thought 
that oppreſiions, in courts of juſtice, have been ſpun by 
the late courtiers, with ſo fine a thread, that few; but 
| thoſe that daily meet with it in practice can ſee it, and 
therefore, unleſs it pleaſe God to move the hearts of the 
honourable judges, in pure love to- juſtice, to  propound 
WW fit remedies to the parliament, plaiſters that may be large 
enough for the wound, I mean an a of retrenchment, 
WW to cut off all unneceſſary delays and expences, in matter 
of juſtice, between man and man, that poor men may 
have it for God's fake, and the rich for reaſonable con- 
ſideration; it will lie yery remote from the underſtandings 
vf many worthy public ſpirited men what eourſe to take 
therein, without which all the wars have been but as 
purgings and vomitings, the health of a ſtate conſiſting 
in the equality and harmony of juſtice, and all martial 
zuftice is ſanRified by the civil juſtice; as for example, 
if one of the reverend judges would make it his ſuite to 
the parliament, that a bargain and ſale might be as ſtrong 


as a fine and recovery, that a poor farmer or cottager might 
fp | 7 leave 
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leave ſome ſmall portion to his younger children without 
paying one or two years purchaſe for the charge of a ſine 
and recovery, what an eaſe might this be to men of ſmall 
eſtates, to paſs them from one to another, and to eut off 
intails, by a deed in writing, without fo much ſolemnity 
and expence ; if another would ſet forth the unprofitable- 
neſs of outlawries, which are to no purpoſe but to multi- 
ply expence ; and a third be earneſt for an act to plead 
the general iſſue in all actions, and at the aſſizes to inſiſt 
wholly upon the merit of the cauſe, whether the money 
be due or not, whether the plaintiff have right t the 
land or not; I am confident it wbuld' make ſweet mulic 
in parliament. I do not intend to diſpute the lawfulneſs 
of legal proceedings in point of conſcience, to them that 
judge them fo, but in point of comfort at the day of 
judgment; let me humbly propound this to thoſe that fie 
in the ſeat of juſtice, whether it appearing to them that 
the defendant hath paid the money, though it be after the 
day of payment limited in the condition, or that the mo- 
ney is paid upon a ſingle bill, where payment by law is 
no plea; or that the plaintiff, in an ejectment, hath a clear 
right to the land, but the leaſe, entry, and ejectment, was 
not proved in a due form of law; or if a wilful murder 
be committed, and ſo found by the jury, but there is 
a word miſtaken | in the indictment, whereby the mur- 
derer eſeapes for that aſſizes, and ſo the matter com- 
b e or the proſecutor deſiſts, and the plaintiff, in 


the ejectment, muſt begin again, having loſt his own 
charges, and Faid above five pounds coſts to the 22 
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tant, who continues the wrong, and keeps the lands un- 
juſtly from the plaintiff, and the defendant, that hath paid 
the money, is forced to fly into chancery for relief, where 
the unjuſt plaintiff at law refuſes to appear, or elſe de- 
murs, becauſe he hath a judgment at law, or the witnefles 
dead, and ſo the poor defendant taken in execution, and 
buried above ground in priſon for ten pounds, where the 
principal debt was but five pounds, and that paid (though 
not at the prefixed day, and fo proved to the jury,); I ſav, 
whether it would not be caficr for them to give an account 
of reforming ſuch errors than otherwiſe ; but if, by the 
parliaments intention in altering the judges oaths, en- 
Joining them only to proceed accordirig to juſtice; the 
judge may not of himſelf moderate ſuch like extremities, 
9s of what huge concernment mult it needs be, humbly 
and carneftly to ſolicit for preſent remedies, for what ſol- 
dier can with comfort fight with a blunt ſword? | It is 
a great joy to phyſicians to cure their patients, but if any 
die · under their hands, when they might, by a little. more 
than ordinary trouble, have recovered them, it cannot but 
be a purgatory to an ingenious ſpirit; certainly that judge 
which helps a man to his right, and thereby preſerves 
a family from beggary, deſerves as much as he wha eures 
x man of a deſperate fever. | 
But 1 Sam. viii, is the ſtatute law, conedtiithg king's 
where it clearly appears that the firſt generation of mo- 
| narchs, and the riſe of kings, was not from above, not 
ö begotten by the word and command of God, but from the 


peoples pride and ardent importunity 3 ; they were mad for 
A ki ng 
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à king, to be like unto tlie heathens. I beſeech you, ob- 
ferve the ſtory, it is à chapter that deſerves to be written 
in capital letters of gold; and if it were convenient to 
appoint the reading of it: but once a month in the publie 
meeting places, I am confident it might be of great ad- 
vantage in the ſatisfying men of pervetſe ſpirits; for let 
the moſt violent aſſertors, and contenders for Monarchy, 
but ſeriouſly conſider and be intreated to hear it as the 
word of God. 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. And they muſt needs be 
convinced that they which eadeav our to deſtroy a parlia- 
ment, conſiſting of godly, wiſe, and judicious men, chat 
are willingly bound by the ſame laws which are made for 
others, abhorring all thoughts of unaceountableneſs, and 
to ſet-up a king who fights for a boundleſs prerogative to 
do what he pleaſes on earth, giving an account thereof 
only to God, (as if hell were made only for them whe 
muſt not be touched nor be punithed in this life for any 
of their abominations): do eaſt off and reject the God of 
Juſtice and mercy; for when good Samuels rule the peo- 
ple, it is God that rules in them and by them, and there 
is nothing ſo contrary to the gracious nature of God as 
the violence, oppreſſion, and legal thefts, of the wicked 
Nimrods of the world, and then mark the doom of their 
favorites. John xii. 48. He that rejecteth me, and re- 
ceiveth not my words, | hath one that judgeth him; the 
word that I adds ee _ en n n the 
"Firſt, hes is very obſervable whe; it was that 3 "= 


he rad of 1 ver 3 3 they turned alide after luere, 
and 
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and took bribes, and perverted judgment, which Samuel 
| did not, ver. 5. When commonwealths men turn pri vate 
W wealth men, and more mind the/ trimming of their own 
WE cabbins, than the ſhip of ſtate; then the people cry out, 
make us a king, to judge us like all the nations; as if 
I they ſhould ſay, better have one tyrant than thirty tyrants 
nin Athens; better fill one purſe than many. Now the 
Lord commands Samuel to proteſt ſolemnly againſt Mo- 
narchy, that they may not pretend ignorance, but be left 
W incxcuſcable, and then if they will have a king, hearken 
unto them, ſays the Lord, ver. 7; which is no approba- 
tion of Monarchy, as ſome vainly argue, the Lord therein 
dealing with them as a tender wiſe phyſician, when tho 
impatient patient cries out for wine, which will encreaſe 
de difcaſe, the phyſician, to ſatisfy his importunity, gives 
g bim a little wine, which he knows rather enereaſes than 
* aflwages the diſeaſe, but knows that if. he have it hot his 
impatience may work a greater miſchief, ver. 19. N ay, 
but we will have a king over us, are words of men poſ- 
{fled with a frenzy; give us a king or we ſhall run mad 
for him; we will have one whatſoever it coſts, us, that 
ve may be like all the nations. Shall France and Spain 
have kings and we none? Will they take away our God 
rom us? From ver. 11 to x7, Samuel geſeribes a lively 
portraiture and lincament of a king's prerogative, which 
at principally three, as you may pleaſe to obſerve: Firſt, 
2 prerogative. over mens perſons, to impriſon any one 
hom the king pleaſes; he will take your ſons upon pre- 
2 of „ or for reaſon of ſtate, either intower 
him» 


tz: 
him; or end him dpd ſea, if he were a bine 
man, which i in court language i is as much as to ſay a dan= 
gerous man, ver. Il, 13, and 16. _ Secondly, in point of 
Militia, ver. 12, He will appoint the captains; the king's 
council called that an inherent privilege, as an inſepara- 
ble accident and incident to the crown, without which he 
is no king, and then having the ſword, it is no hard mat⸗ 
ter to command all the money in the land. Thirdly, in 
point of Intereſt and Property, ver. 14, 17, He will take 
a tenth of all the corn, wine, and cattle; if the judgment 
of ſhip- money had not been reverſed, a tenth would not 
have ſufficed; I mean that ſenſeleſs judgment. (which I 
J cannot on without indignation). that men ſhould 
be ſo filly to talk of building of ſhips when the land was 
ready to be invaded, or in eminent danger; as if it were 
a time to look after leather to make buckets when a houſe 
is on fire. 5 

Is ſeems to me, that the holy bit, in 1 ni thoſe 
three grand prerogatives, that the kings of the Gentiles 
would pretend to, had an eye to the preſent age wherein 
we live: and therefore many book-learned Royaliſts, not 
being able to anſwer this ſcripture, have declared their 
| Judgments to be, (whether their hearts and pens were of 
the ſame mind I argue not) that the Lord did allow of 
ſuch a government; and yer. 1, He will take your ſons, 
which i is to be, meant by uſurpation, contrary to the law 
of God, Deut. xvii. 9. See the learned annotations upon 
that cha pter, very pe Tag not what they ought to do in 
right, but that they would ſo do in fact: they read, He 
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ſhall take your ſons; and ver. 15, He will take-a tenth ; 
that he ſhall and may take a tenth, as if they had a com- 
miſſion from heaven fo to do; and to fortify that opinion, 

they alledge, Deut. xvii. 14, When thou art come unto 
the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, and ſhalt 
poſſeſs it, and ſhall dwell therein, and ſhalt ſay, 1 will ſet 
A king over me, like as all the natiqns that are about me. 
Ver. 15, Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him king over thee, 

whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe, one from among 
thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet king over thee; thou mayft 
not ſet a ſtranger over thee, which i is not thy brother. 
Ver. 16, But he ſhall not multiply horſes t to himſelf, nor 
cauſe the peopte to return to Egypt, to the end that he 
mould multiply horſes; for as much as the Lord had 
faid unto you, ye ſhall heneeforth return no more that 
way. Ver. 17, Neither ſhall he multiply wives to him- 
felf, that his heart turn not away; neither ſhall he greatly 
1 multiply to himſelf filver and gold. Ver. 18, And it ſhall 
18 be, when tie, fitteth upon his throne of his kingdom, that 
he thatl write him a copy of tlifs law i in a book, out of 
that which is the prieſts, the Levites. Ver. 19, And it 
; ſhall be with him, and he mall read therein all the days 
of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
to keep all the words of this law, and tlicſe ſtatutes, to do 
chem. Ver. 20, That his heart be not lifted up above 
"his brethren, and that he turn not afide from the com- 
mandment, to the right hand of to the left; to the end 
that he may prolong his days in his. kingdom, he and his 
| children, in the midft 103 Tiradl. And they read thoſe 
wh words, 
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words, I will ſet a king over me, which is ſpoken by the 
people : Thou ſhalt ſet a king over thee ; as if God had 
commanded a kingly government in Canaan, which was 
only. permiſſive as the ſin of Adam. Let them have a 
king at their own peril, ſaith the Lord. The Lord fore- 
ſaw that the Iſraelites would rebel, and caſt off a happy 
government, by the heads of the people and judges, and 
God permits it: And Moſes ſpeaks of the election an- 
duty of a king; the election is from the people; they will 
have a king, whether the Lord will or no; whete, by theses 
way, we may take notice how bold many have been, and 4 
poor deluded Royaliſts ſtill are, to wreſt the ſeripture for 
the advaneement of Monarchy; when men dare ſay, that 
in the Hebrew it is that Moſes commands them to elect 
a king, which the holy ſoriptore reproves in them, as the 
greateſt inſanity and madneſs in the world; that when 
they may have honeſt religious men, to go in and out be- 
fore them, that will not oppreſs them, nor exalt them- 
ſelves above their brethren, that they will, notwithſtand- ? 
ing, enſlave themſelves to the arbitrary and lawleſs luſts 


of one man and his poſterity, whether they be idiots, 


children, knaves, thieves, murderers, fornĩcators, glut- 
tons, drunkards, idolators; or women, which though never 
ſo wiſe, religious and merciful, (as by reaſon of the ten- 
derneſs of their ſpirits, and want of temptation, I believe: | 
there are more godly women than men in the world) yet 
it is againſt the law of God and nature to make millions: 
of men ſubject to the commands of a woman; but bleſſed 
n knowlege of the Hebrew language is not 
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d eſtates there, Ezek. xvi, i. 20. The ſoul that ſinneth 
it mall die; the ſon ſhall not beer the injquity of the fa- 


„ 


neceſfary to bring an Engliſhman to heaven. ROE had 
the honour to conduct them into Canaan, and they took it 
into poſſeſſion, but there was a remnant of the Canaanites 
left unſubducd to prove them, as the law is, Deut. xx. 
from the 76th to the 18th verſe, which I the rather men- 
tion for the illuſtration of the equitable proceedings iin 
Ireland. The lamb judges and makes war in righteouſ- 
neſs, Rev. xix. 11. Every ſoldier hath been as a judge, 
to execute the judgment written, Pſal. cxlix. 9. Far be 


It from, God's ſervants to ſlay the righteous with the 


wicked, Gen xviii. 23. No ſuch, beatifical fight as to ſee 
2 murderer, that hath imbrued his hands in the effuſion 
of innocent blood; to ſuffer the moſt painful and ſhame- 
ful death that can be imagined, but the children of thoſe 
murderers ought. not to be; put to death for their original 
fin, as we read, in the caſe of Amaziah, 2 Kings xiv, 


'5, 6. And it came to paſs, as ſoon as the kingdom was 


confirmed in his hand, that he ſlew; his ſervants: which 
had ſlain the king his father, but the children of the mur- 
derers he ſlew not. According unto that which 1s written 


In dhe book of the law of Moſes, wherein the Lord com- 


manded, ſaying, the fathers ſhall not be put to death for 
the children, nor the children be put to death for the fa- 
chers, but every man ſhall be put to death for his own 


bn, Deut. xxiv. 16. And many, that by reaſon of their 
I wieked! prineiples, and adherence to the Pope, are not fit 


to de ttuſted in garriſons, yet reeci ve rents for their houſes 


igen E ther, 
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ner, neither ſhall the father bear the iniquity of the ſun; 
the righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be upon him, and 
the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall be upon him. Now, 
by the equity of that law, Deut. xx. 16, where God's 
people ſhall refide, they, being chief in command, may, 
and ought, for their own ſecurities, to expel delinquents, 
and malignants, out of London, or any garriſon in Eng- 
land or Ireland, for a time, or for ever, as may conduce 
to the public weal, and their own ſafeties, whoſe: lives are | 
ſo precious in the Lord's eſteem. 1 
But here I meet a Goliah in the way that darin 

much, but the ſpirit of God is not in it, and therefore it 

zs but as a ſtatue; that God had given the land of Canaan 7 
dy promiſe to Iſrael, and therefore they might juſtly main- ? 
tain a war to deſtroy the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 

Perrzites, Hivites, and Jebufites; and there being no com- 

mand to deftroy the Gibeonites, Deut. xx: 17, therefore 

the league with them was lawful, Joſ. ix. wherein the war 
may be judged lawful on both fides, for Joſhua to fights 
having a command from God, and the Canaanites to de- 


fend their poſſeſſion, not knowing of any fuch command. 


But is there the ſame reaſon to deſtroy ancient Monarchies 
when they oppoſe Jeſus Chriſt, and will not ſuffer: his 
people to enjoy their liberties, which he hath main for 
them by his. precious blood The 
. Anſwer. Les doubtleſs: There are as evidiait pro- 
miſes for the churches of Chriſt, in this age of the world; 
to be redeemed out of Antichriſtian bondage by the Moſes's, 
. 85 Sampfon „ Gideon's, Jephthah's, and Samuel 8, 
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which the Lord ſhall raiſe up to be inſtruments in his 
hand to ſave his people, as there were in Moſes and Jo- 
ſhua's ages, that the church of Iſrael ſhould be delivered 
from the Egyptian ſlavery; and reaſon to me clearly 
makes it out, that if a promiſe of an earthly Canaan 
were a ground of the churches war, much more their 
ſpiritual liberties; that if T may defend my houſe by 
force from thieves and robbers, certainly I may defend 
myſelf in the exerciſe of my ſpiritual liberties, which are 
ten thouſand times dearer to me: If I may fight for a 
piece of glaſs, may I not engage for a precious pearl that 
is invaluable? The kings of Canaan might have pleaded 
antiquity ſucceſſion, and the peoples conſent, which no 
king can plead againſt God's people in the matter of their 
= ſpiritual privileges. God will have the monarchs of the 

' world know, that whatever civil right they may pretend 
to, their kingdoms, where they have by force or flattery 
gained the peoples conſent, as the honeſt man parts with 
his purſe to fave his life, yet they muſt not, upon pain 
of forfeiting their royalties, perſecute his friends and ſer- 
vants. Kings, that ſtile themſelves, defenders of the 
Fiu, if they prove offenders of the faithful, God will 
WW take away their kingdoms in a way of juſtice and righte- 
WW ouſheſs. When any of the ten kings, having formerly 
given their power and ſtrength to the beaſt, Rev. xvii. 12, 
Sal afibiwards cut Ur His trons, as Henry the VIIIth 
uſed the Pope in taking away his ſupremacy, and making 
Himſelf head of the church by act of parliament, leaving 
. 
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fore; or if the body of Antichriſt come to be deſtroyed, | 
and the thighs, legs, or feet only remaining i in any coer- 
cive Preſbyters; when kings will play at ſmall games | 
rather than ſet out and join with any people i in the world 
to perſecute the people of God, ſee the end of ſuch kings, 
ver. 14. They ſhall make war with the Lamb, ang the 
Lamb ſhall overcome them, for he i is Lord of Lords, 
and King of Kings, and they that are with him are called 
and choſen, and faithful; and this arraignment of mo- 
narchs and grandees, for abuſing the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
ſhall not be only upon the purity of intention, (which. | 
will not juſtify any irregular action, for to ac e 
upon an impetuous 'or impulſive ſpirit ma TE 'S | ſcripture , 
uſeleſs) but according to natural juſtice and common. 
equity; that when kings ſhall proclaim the ſaints traitors, 
hereti ics, and rebels, becauſe they will not fall down and 
worſhip the Lord according to human inventions, and | 
ſhall r raiſe armies | 4 deſtroy them as ENermies to —- 1 
rights, as the Kings of Canin did, Ay: wore faithfa), 
rightcons men, choſen by the people, ſhall be their ſue- 
 ceſfors, to whom, by virtue of the equity of the oaths of 
_ allegiance and ſupremacy, the people are to be true and 
Faithful as to the Lord; for whom, and by whoſe laws, | 
they prefide and regulate their admi niſtrations ; and other 
obligations lie upon no man by virtue of any fuch oath 
that he formerly took, for there is no other ſucceſſor ; the 
wiſdom of God hath in juſtice ſo ordered it, and he that 
is truth when men are liars, is alſo wiſe when they are 
D4 fools, 


tal 


fools, for the oath was only binding to the lit capa- 
city, to be true to the king, ſo far as he was true to the 
laws and ſafety of the people; he that took it in any 
other ſenſe made the king a God, infallible and impec-. 
cable when he ſets up Aa ſtandard of defiance againſt them: 
Is any man fo. unſound in his intellectuals as to think 
that the oath obliges | him to ſtand {till and ſuffer his own 
throat to be cut? No oath can tie any man to do or ſuffer 
that which is deſtructive to humanity ; and as for chriſ- 
tians,, certainly by that ſtatute of Numb. xxx, whatever, 
any. chriſtian vows, without the conſent of her. huſband, 
Jeſus Chriſt, is merely void in law, and a precipitate raſh, 
oath, as that of David againſt Nabal, 1 Sam. XXV., 22, 
binds not bi to repentance, Lev. v. 465 85 If it be ob- 
Jefed that Joſhua fought againſt kings of another nation, 
as God's people, i in England did not, what, forcign aſſiſ- : 
tance hath been in that kind? I ſhall not diſpute, but the | 
anſwer i is very eaſy, that the nearneſs of the relation much 
aggravates the offence on the Royaliſts part. | If ambiti- 
ous princes would give commiſſion, of array againſt fo- 
reigners, and not to deſtroy their own people, then it, 
might be but a ſin. againſt the ſixth and eighth command- 
ments; but to deſtroy his own countrymen, 1 is a compli- 
cate of ence of treaſon alſo, and a fin againſt t the fifth. 
commandment as well as the other two, to betray thoſe 
that truſted him; and certainly had not the parliament 
executed the late king, the Danes or ſome others might 
have deſtroyed them, for God binds his people by his 
* commands to act and accompliſh his deſigns, and to 
| FR dad 
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deſtroy all tyrants, and opprefiors ; and to ſay, who ever 
heard of ſuch a thing, before, is an argument -wherewith 
only ignorant poor people are taken; as the people ſaid» 
when Jeſus. Chriſt caſt out the dumb ſpirit, Matt, ix. 333% 
34. It was never ſo ſeen i in Iſrael; he caſteth out devils 
through the prince of devils. We do not read that God 
ever dealt with any ſaint as with Job, yet Job was: n 4 
hypoecrite. I ſay the Lord hath laid an abſolute com- | 
mand upon»the parliament to proceed as they have dne 
upon pain of his high diſpleaſure,” and being guilty e 
high! treaſon. againſt the Majeſty (a term not fit for an 
mortal man, becauſe higher than that we cannot give): of 
Heaven, and of being utterly deſtroyed if they Had not 
done it; and that ſtroke put England into a ſalvable con- 
dition; for do but conſider how ſeverely the Lord dealt 
with Iſracl and Judah, when their prinees turned lions 
and wolves. Then the Lord gave them à king in his 
anger, x Sam. viii. 7; and Hoſca xiii. 11, I gave them a ; 
king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath” 
Will any man ſay that Saul's office of being king was o 
Divine ordination which was done in anger? All God's 
ordinances are appointed in love for the geod of his pe 
ple, and divine and humane fociety, but Saul's being 
made king diſpleaſed the Lord. And it is very remarkable 
that on the day, and at the very hour of election; Samusl 
dealt juſtly with them, and told them of their great n 
in rejecting God and his government, 17, 12, 109 j and 
Samuel called the people together unto the Lord to Mi 
peh, and ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, thus aithithe- 


1 


t Þ 


and delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that or- 
preſſed you, and ye have this day rejected your God, who' 
himſelf ſaved you out of all your adverſities and tribula- 
tions, and ye have faid unto him, Nay, But fet a king 
over us; but though the kingly government diſpleaſed 
God, yet obſerve how gently Saul behaved himſelf to tlie 
people, 1 Samuel xi. 12. There were ſome that would 
not have Saul reign over them, which the people would: 
have had put to death; but Saul ſaid, ver. 13, There 
ſhall not be a man put to death this day; whereas the 
monarchs of the world make men offenders for a word, 
one man for ſpeaking in jeſt, that he will make his ſon 
beir of the crown, meaning a houſe that had that ſign in 
j | Gheapfide ; and another for ſaying, there goes Edw. VI. 
is Coleman- ſtreet, having been moſt tyrannically mur- 
WH dered and exceuted: Saul was never fo bloody minded. 
Baut one paſſage I may not omit, the Holy Ghoſt, (fore- 
; x | ſeeing that Monarchy would have many advocates to plead 
WW for its Divine right) for the ſatisfaction of all that will not 
bf wilfully ſhut out the light, calls this importunity of the 
W EHraclites to have a king to be a great wickedneſs, and ſuch. 
a fn chat the Lord will not let go unpunifhed, but ſent: 
Wl unſeaſonable weather, thunder and rain in wheat harveſt. 
| 1 Prov. xxvi. 1. As ſnow in ſummer, and as rain in harveſt, 
| w honor is not ſoemly for a fool: I hope England will not 
IH forget che wet ſeaſon in ſummer 1648, how it was mid- 
winter at midſummer; and certainly the works of God 
Lane have 
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have a voice, and are moſt eloquent to his on people. 
What the Lord did to the Iraelites for aſking'a king; 
England hath great cauſe to think that the Lord was 

highly diſpleaſed with thoſe that would have made peace 
with the late king. Read but x Sam. xii. from the 16h, 
the 22d verſe, and it is all one as to ſay, that God is the 
author of Monarchy, as that he is the author of ſin; for the 
bleſſed fpirit (which cannot lye) calls it a great wicked= 

neſs, the people call it their evil, and Samuel fays, they 

have done all this wickedneſs; yet fear not, for the Lord 
will not forſake his people, for his great name ſake ; be- 
cauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you his people; 
and he promiſes to pray for them, ver. 23, as if Monar- 
chy was ſuch a great fin, that if it had not been, that the 
Lord will not truly deſtroy his own people, Pſ. IXxxix. 33 
Exod. xxxii. 12. (For what would the Egyptians: then 
have ſaid?) He would never have pardoned it; for a juſt 
rational government is one of the things chat is of the 
greateſt concernment in the world: But is it not aid, 
1 Sam. xv. 9, 10, 11, that God ſet up Saul to be king? 
True; but no otherwiſe than he ſet up Pharoah to op. 
preſs his own people; but Saul and the people Tpared |} 
Agag, and the fatlings, which was Saul's diſobedience; | 
and obſerve for what Saul loſt the kingdom. The pe 
ple will have a king, though he err but in mercy; ſaying, | 
it is more noble to ſave him whom we may deſitoy, thai | 
to kill him whom we may fave alive ; and the beſt of the | 
| ſheep and oxen ſpared for ſacrifice unto the Lord; arid | 
coonfeſſed his fin. Ver. 24. Saul faid unto Samuel, F have | 
; finned, 
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kings, when they have poſſeſſed themſelves of ſuch 
God- like ſtate, and immenſe powers, incompatable, (al- 


moſt with humanity) not only by force and uſurpation, 


but by the peoples conſent or election, as Saul was; the 


people ſhouted and faid, God ſave the king, x Sam. x. 243 
and xi. 15, it is ſaid, that the people made Saul king; 
and Saul and all the men of Iſrael rejoiced greatly, yet 
one offence, and that a ſmall matter in compariſon, (though 


no ſin be little that is committed againſt the great God) 


makes a monarch to forfeit all his royalties; for when 
people, either for fear, or through the . vanity or pride of 


heart, will tie themſelves by oaths or covenant, to be in 


ſubjection to any man; the ſeripture tells them that God 
is angry with them for giving away that liberty which he 
would have them keep, and if they break their truſt never 


ſo little they may pluek them down, and chuſe godly and 


judicious men to rule over them in the fear of the Lord; 


Certainly Saul was a faint in compariſon of the pretendets 


to Monarchy in our days; he fins in mercy not in cruelty; 
confeſſed his fin, never uſed any means to be king; but 


hid himſelf as unwilling and unworthy to be king, ven- 


tured his life moſt freely for the people, was not guilty of 
innocent blood as we read of, unleſs it were in the cafe 
af the prieſts, 1 Sam. Xxii. 193 took the news of his re- 


jection from Samuel patiently, acknowleged divine juſtice 
in all, and would not have a man ſuffer that denied his 


titte to the crown, as in the caſe before alledged: How un- 


like was Saul to Charles the laſt; but by Solon's law, no 


evil is to be ſpoken of the dead, leaſt quarrels ſhould be 


immortal; 
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immortal; he hath appealed to a higher tribunal, where 
no error will be found in the ſentence pronounced againſt 
him, but all that had a hand, and acted in that execution, 
from a conſcientious principle, to be rid of tyranny and 
oppreſſion, in diſcharge of their duties to God and man. 
Not for any ſiniſter ends to make themſelves, great, but 
faithfully to ſerve their generation, will have much cauſe 
of rejoicing therein, at that great day, when the ſecrets 
ol all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and many judgments given 
in ſeveral courts ſhall be reverſed, but that undoubtedly 


ill be confirmed. 


Objection. But it is ſtrongly objected for dns; 
that God accepted David. It is ſaid of him, 1 Kings, xv. 
4s 5, Nevertheleſs, for David's ſake did the Lord his 
God give him a lamp in Jeruſalem to ſet up his ſon after 
him, and to eſtabliſh Jeruſalem, becauſe David did that 
which was right in the fight of the Lord, and turned not 
afide from any thing that he commanded him all the days 
of his life, fave only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 
=_ Anſwer. God's chuſing David was no approbation of 
due kingly office in him, more than in Saul: God never 
WT faid; that David's. office was after his own heart, . unleſs 
fn and great wickedneſs be after God's heart. God gave 
Saul gifts, he had a ſpirit of regimen; the Iſraelites 
were reſolved to have a king, as the Heathens had, whe- 
ther God would or not; let them have one, ſays God, at 
their on perils. When the king was good, and govern- 
ed them as the good judges did, and would give an ac- 
une to the people, and a reaſon of all his ations. Then 

| | | | God 
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God had his will, and the people had their wills, to 
have the name of a king, but the nature of good magi- 
ſtrates : and certainly I have thought many times upon 
the late troubles that, if I durſt, have aſked any thing 
in the world contrary to the mind of God, which may 
not be, I think it ſhould, have been the continuance- of 
a kingly government in Ald to have had. the pre- 
eminence and power in one, good, gracious, juſt, merci- 
ful, valiant, faithful, and patient man, as a Moſes a or A 
Job, Jehoſophat, Joſiah, or Hezekiah, that would die for 
the people. 212 

A chriſtian, chat like: vis Conia Jeſus Chridd, See 
about doing good, Acts x. 28, that makes it his trade to 
relieve the poor people, the fatherleſs and widow, and 


ſuch as are oppreſſed and his recreation to ſit dawm at : 


night and think upon it, and that day which he hath - 
done no good in, he counts it loſt, - A man, whoſe main 
reſolution of his ſoul is. to know God, as accounting it 
the moſt honourable thing in the world for the creature to 
know its Creator, that counts it his ehiefeſt good to pro- 
mote the glory of God; to do good, if it were poſſible, 
to every viſible object and living creature, at leaſt to prax 
for them. A man that loves the ſaints as his own foul; 

for Chriſt's ſake, knowing he will reward him, and puts 


forward every good motion with all his might, that wil 
renounce his own honour, and become of no reputation, 
and think himſelf highly honoured. if, by che meaneſt 
office of love he may be ſerviceable to any, eſpecially to 
the cle, if ſuch a man had a plenary of power to do 


— 
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what he pleaſed without controul, Seven a bleſſed princi- 
ple of love to God. What abundance of good might an 
Ed. VI. have done, had his days been numerous, whom 
God only ſhewed to the world, and rFealled him as not 
worthy of him, I ſay, what abundance of good might 
one fuch rare incomparable perſon do in a ſhort time, 
vhen great councils can move like great bodies but ſſow- 
ly ; but this is but worldly wiſdom to be wiſe above what 
is written, for man to be wiſer than God, who ſays, it 
is dangerous to truſt any ſingle perſon (though never ſo 
ſingular) with an unlimited power; for the beſt men are 
but men at the beſt, and there is no grace but may be 
counterfeĩt; he that ſeems to be a Paul to-day, may be a 
Saul to-morrow; the heart of man is deceitful above al! 
things, and the very conceit of ſuch a power is enough to 
corrupt the beſt man living; therefore the beſt govern- 
ment is to have princes of the congregation, godly and 
righteous men to be choſen governors and judges. A 
Joſhua to lead and conduct their armies againſt their ene- 
mies, which Job calls a king in the army, Job xxix. 25, 
f 3 is a ſweet text for a general; I ſat chief, and direct as a 
| | king in the army, as one that comforteth the mourners, 
V. 11 to 18. When Job was compaſſed about with er- 
traordinary honours, and ſeated in the aſſembly of other 
eaſtern princes, ſat in the chair, thoſe honours entered 
not into his ſoul, but his thoughts were taken up about 
the afflicted and miſerable, ſuch as were in a mournful 
condition; his ſoul was with their ſouls, to alleviate and 


caſe his diſtreſſed countrymen by bearing part of their 
$154 77 | | burdens ; 
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Burden; his Settelt covetouſrieſs' Has t to enkich ce gd 
and the Arts of comforting! them was always the 1 


of his paſſions ; and fo the people are not to be led d up Ant 9 


down by the noſes, but the magiſtrates are to open their 
eyes, who ate very ſenſible of their own good; and this 
is the mind of God, and great deſign of Heaven, ty gobern 
the world by rational men, as he enlightens' it by the fan! 
for reaſon is the ſoul of all things ſublunary, and the life 
of all juſt human laws without exception. By this rea- 
ſon no man in the world ought to challenge a power un- 

iccountable over others; for the people are more iche. 
diately the original of all juſt power, than any king eber | 
was of a conſtable's authority, and ought to be account: "NF 
able by the ſame reaſon for offences againſt the public 
good, as a conſtable for his offence ; but it is not the 
name of a king, but the boundleſs power which I argue 
againſt; though the Romans, for the inſolence of Tarquin, 
would not endure the name. If an people ſhall place 
the legiſlative power in eee authority, and gi Ive 
unto one man the title of king, for their better corre- 
ſpondeney with foreign kingdoms, with no more power 
to hurt the people than the Duke of Venice, or the Duke 


| of Genoa have, ſuch a government may be juſt and ra- 
tional; but domination is a ſweet morſel let all ſtates 
take heed how any man grows too popular, and engroſſes 4 
too much power into his hands. a 

Objection. But many object that Saul and Biba be- 


ing anointed by God's ſpecial command, that their office 
Was pleaſing unto God. * a | 


E 5 Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. I agree, that anointing does generally male 
that God accepts of ſuch perſons and things that are ſo 
anointed by his command. But obferye, that God and 
the people were of a contrary mind in that action; God 


. appointed and anointed Saul as a Captain to go before 


them to defend them from the tyranny of the Philiſtines, 


| Þ Sam, ix. 15, 16, and chap. xiv. 47. So Saul took the 


kingdom over Iſrael, and fought againſt all his enemies on 
every fide againſt Moab, and againſt the children of Am- 
MON, and againſt Edom, and againſt the kings of Zobah,. 
and againſt the Philiſtines, and whitherſoever he turned 
himſelf he vexed them; but the people took it as an ae. 


| compliſhment of their deſires to have a king as the nations 


had, which power God gave him not, but told the people 
that he would make them cry. Chap. viii. 18, And ye 


il 36 ſhall cry out in that day, becauſe of your king which ye 
= ſhall have choſen. you, and the Lord will not hear you 


in that day: And we read, 2 Sam. xxi, Fhat they had 


three years famine for Saul's wickedneſs, becauſe he had 
flain the Gibeonites in his zeal to the children of Liracl. 


It is a golden ſcripture, ſufficient to ſatisfy an irom age of 
men, that are ſo ſtupid to think that kings and their chil- 
dren are not to be executed for murders, verſes I, 2, 3, 4. 
5, 6, 93 then there was a famine, &c. And ſo did Job, 
iv. 10, 11, The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the 


mW Herce lion, and the teeth of the young lions are broken, 
| the old lion periſheth for lack of prey, and the ſtout lions 


whelps are ſcattered abroad: I judge the meaning of i it to 


be, that men who xcign like lions, kings and great ones, 


who, 


F. aa. 1 


who, under the face of men carry the hearts of tygers, and 
their children who equal them in, and inherit their fathers 
eruelty, and their wives Who ſurpaſs them in inſolence, 
and Marian perſecutions, muſt all receive ſuch puniſh- 
ments as their fins deferve, they end their lives tragically ; 
Heaven hath, and will, make it ſeen in their perſons, that 
it never leaves cruelties without chaſtiſement :\as there 
ſhall be no innocent ones abandoned, ſo the greateſt per. 
ſons that are culpable ſhall not be unpuniſhed: ſuch as 
plough iniquity and ſow wickedneſs ſhall reap the ſame; ' 
verſes 8, 9, thoſe to whom the news of the murder of the 
innocent is as ſweet, as a plentiful harveſt is as agreeable 
to the huſbandman, ſhall not be able to avoid the firoke 
of juſtice, but be like high trees that are planted upon the 
mountains, thall be made a ſport and paſtime for the winds _ 
and tempeſts. But the poor Gibeonites-caſez/ before we 

leave it, affords us an excellent document how God's:If> | 
raelites ought to carry themſelves towards Iſhimaelites and 
Canaanites, that would have deſtroyed them, viz. to be 
very ſparing in promiſes and protection towards them, but 
having once conditionated with them, and received them 
into favour, to be very liberal in performances towards 


them, and not to violate faith given in a tittle, though the 


conditions were obtained by craft and deception. And nom 
I humbly intreat you to obſerve what little eſteem David 
had of Saul's royal ſeed to hang up ſeven of them; tor 
what offence does not appear, but very probable that they 
had given Saul bad council to deſtroy the poor Gibeonites, 
and 8 ſworn to Saul not to cut off his ſeed 
| E 2 after 
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after him. 1 Sam: xxiv. 20, 21, And now behold' I know 
well that thou ſhalt ſurely: be king, and that the kingdom 
of Iſrael ſhall be eſtabliſhed in thine hand; ſwear now, 
therefore, unto me, by the. Lord, that thou wilt not cut 
off my ſeed after me, and that - thou wilt not deſtroy my 
name out of my. father's houſe; and David ſwore unto 
Saul. With theſe; two arguments Ido, in the name of 
the Lord, challenge all the Royalifts in England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, to anwer them if they can, or oſs ſatisfied 
with ſcxipture:arid tcafon::; im wo) bus Singt iu. 
1. That no oath of allegiance or auer 2 any 
ground to any people not to do juſtice upon a king for 
murder. David, a man after God's on heart, (that never 
offended but in the matter of Uriah) therefore did not err 
in delivering up Saul's ſeven ſons to execution, would not 
make his oath to Saul a ground not to do juſtice, for the 
ſpirit of God, in David, argued thus; I am y the law of 
nature, as I am a creature, a poor worm, bound to the holy 
and juſt law of my Creator, (which is unchangeable and 
undiſpenſable; God can no more diſpenſe with my loving 
and obeying; of him, than he can ceaſe; to be God by rea- 
ſon of his infinite goodneſs) which law is, that blood re- 
quires blood, Gen. ix. G. It is a fundamental law, with- 
out which there can be no conſervation of human ſociety; 
and I find · in the law of God, that my eye muſt. not pity 
him that ſheds: blood. Deut. xix. 11, 12, 13, But if any 
man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and riſe 
up againſt him, and ſmite him mortally, that he die, and 
* one of theſe cities; ; then the elders of the city ſhall 
ſend 
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ſend and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hands 
of the avenger of blood; that he may die. Ver. 5. Thine 
eye ſhall not pity him, but thou ſhalt put away the guilt 
of innocent blood from Iſrael, that it may go well with thee. 
Parallel whereunto is 2 Kings, xiv. 4. And alſo for the 
innocent blood that he ſhed, (for he filled Jeruſalem with 
innocent blood) which the Lord would not pardon.” And 
therefore, when I take an oath of allegiance and ſupre- 
macy, it muſt be ſaving that faith which I owe unto my 
Creator; as in Juſtice Littleton's caſe, when any man did 
fealty to his Lord, it was with a ſaving that faith and 
duty which he owed unto the king, and thoſe other lords 
which he held land of, by priority of ITY which if it 
were not expreſſed it is implied i in law. 

2. Thus I argue, that if it were juſt to put Saul 8 fons | 
to death for their fathers ſin, wherein, he was prineipal, 
and they but acceſſaries at the moſt, doubtleſs it had been 
juſt to have recompenced it upon the head of their father; 
it eould be no ſin to put Saul to death for killing the 
Gibeonites, where it was lawful to execute his ſons, which 


might have made many pleas, that What they did was 


Saul's command; they had the king's commiſſion of array 
and warrants from Saul to raiſe. forees to ſecure the Pye 
try, and under the pretence of keeping the peace, to 
plunder and deſtroy whom they pleaſed; but obſerve what 
a glorious ſight it was in; the eyes of Heaven, 1 Sam. xxi. 
14; When thoſe ſeven ſons were executed, God was in- 
treated for the land: it may be the common law would 


have acquitted thoſe ſeven, gentlemen, becayſe regularly 
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where the prineial is dead, the acceffary cannot be tried; 
but the law of God makes all principal i in murder, NY 


- ther preſent or abſent, 'as the law of man makes all prin- 


cipal in the higheſt offences of treaſon, and the loweſt of- 
fences of treſpaſs; nor did David queſtion, What? Shall 
J ſhed the blood of the ſeed royal for the Gibeonites, who 
were ſtrangers and bondmen, hewers of wood and drawers 
of water? upon which eternal law of righteouſneſs Major 
Ottoway and Cornet Grant were ſhot to death for murder- 


ing an Iriſhman at the ſiege of Waterford, who having leave 


to go into Waterford, to receive ſome money and to re- 


turn, was, at his coming back, murdered by their'orders 
or command, for which, by the council of war, they were 


Juſtly condemned; and the execution was a moſt famous 
piece of juſtice, for had not zeal, and love to juſtice, pre- 

ponderated, and out-voted all private affeQtions, much 
might have been ſaid for the valour, gallantry, and hope- 
fulneſs, of the major and cornet : I could not in faith- 
fulneſs but mention it, as being a caſe fo parallel to 


that in 1 Sam. xxi, That Saul's ſons ſhould be executed 
for murder of the Gibeonites, and out of my dutiful re- 


ſpect to bear witneſs to the exemplary and exact diſeipline 
of the army, where vice is puniſhed and virtue rewarded, 


_ whereof I was fometimes advocate; and count It more 


honourable to be a member of an army fighting for Chriſt, 


than to be head of an Antichriſtian empire. . 
But before we leave David, let me but obſerve how 


the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael for Da- 
vid's one fin of numbering the people: What had the 
poor 


1 
poor ſheep done, that 50,000 men, from Dan to Beer- 
ſheba, ſhould die by the peſtilence in three days? Did 
not God think you therein reckoned with them for their 
 kingly government? You will have a King, faith the 
Lord to them, whether I will or no; you ſhall now ſmart for 
your wickedneſs; for your great wickedneſs; for unman- 


ning yourſelves; making yourſelves leſs than men; to 


make one man equal with God, to do what he pleaſes; 
I will not endure it in my own people. Eli ſinned, yet 
the people were not puniſhed, for he governed the people 
according to the mind of God'; but you will have a king. 
ſays the Lord, as the heathens have, be it ſo; but if he 
fin T'll puniſh you, not only with the famine, but by a 
great peſtilence, and as you like ws ſo continue Tout 5 
Kingly government. 1 | 
| _ ObjeRion. But David's hay drew to an end, therefore 
he gives a charge to Solomon his ſon, of righteouſneſs, 
ſaying, there ſhall not fail thee a man on the throne of 
Iſrael, 1 Kings i. 4; which expreſſing a ſtability of Da- 
vid's throne, ſome _ argue, that God e kingly 
government. 7 
As alfo there is another objeclon that ſhould have nad 
priority in Deut. xvii. 14 to 20, That God gave a law | 
for chuſing a king, therefore he approved that govern- 
ment; the anſwer whereunto is eaſy, that the Lord fore- 
ſceing, that-when he had brought them ints Canaan, they 
would defire a king, like the Pagans; being a people dear 
unto him, he would not therefore caſt them off, but tells 
them how to make the beſt of a bad bargain, that if they 
E4 will 
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will play with the lion or, the 1 let them pluck out his 
teeth ; all kings are. ravenous creatures in point of their 
office, but ſome, will do leſs hurt than others, and the 
Words of the text are very perſpicuous: When thou art 
come. into the land which Jehovah thy 1 God giveth. thee, 
and. ſhalt poſſeſs it, and ſhalt dwell therein, and ſhalt ſay, 
I will ſet a king over me, like as all the nations that are 
about me, &c. So that the riſe of Monarchy was plainly. 
from the peoples pride ; the words are not, that God will 
{ct a king oyer them, but they will have one againſt his 
defire. "as 9 pride, luxury, and rapacity, which were called 
R. 2- daughters, and that if he did not marry them they 
would, undo him, be of a divine offspring and original, 
then Monarchy i 7 BE .but the very. conſtitution of it i is tyran- 
nical, antichriſtian, and diabolical. And now the reaſon 
why God choſe the ſced of David, and not the ſeed. of 
Saul, was not his approbation, c of Monarchy, but becauſe | 
he had. appointed Jeſus Chriſt to come of David's race. 
Gen. Flix. 10, The ſeeptre ſhall not depart from Judah, 
NOT 2. law-giver from. between his feet until Shilo come, 
pnd to him ſhall the gathering of the people be; therefore 
a king muſt be until Chriſt's time ; yet only over che tribes 
of Ju udah, and, Benjamin, for the ten tribes were carried | 
away captive; and who knows but that the reaſon thereof 
was principally | becauſe of their great. piekedneſs, f in caſt- 
ing off God's government by godly righteous judges, and 
ſetting. up Monarchy, like the Heathens ; and ſo David's 
poſterity did not terminate and end until Chriſt's 06s 
; becauſe fl the er Was BY, born before. eee eee 
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Solomon therefore, after David's dcath, was à moſt 
glorious king, who preferred wiſdom before honour, riehes, 
and pleaſure, none before him or after him were ever like 
unto him, 1 Kings iii. 12, 28. For the wiſdom of God was! 
in him to do judgment; yet being but a man was drawn 
away by his wives to idolatry, and did ęævil ini the ſight of 
the Lord, 1 Kings xi. 5, vie went n Ann, _ ; 
goddeſs of the Zidopeans./ + 141 46 1h of md ra 
And there is ſeldom any 90 e eminent or rares 
gifted-man, but wants his grains of allowance; either he 
is contrited, cenſorious, paſſionate, or hath ſome mixture 
or tincture, of tolly, which: yet muſt be charged upon the 
unregenerate part. See what it is to be an abſolute Mo- 
narch, only aceountable to God; if Solomon's power had 
been only to have confirmed ſuch} good and wholeſome 
laws as God's people, would have propounded to him, or 
if Solomon had only been a leading man in partiamenty 
in all probability Iſrael had not run a whoreing from tha 
Lord after ſuch idols; but you ſhall taſte, ſays the Lopd, 
of thoſe bitter fruits which are of your on planting it 
was a web of your own weaving; a king you would have: 
Well, ſaith God, I will ſurely rend the kingdom from 
Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 11. Let not all the kingdom, for 
the Meſſiah is not born, and Solomon ſlept with his fa- 
thers, and the peoplę came to Rehoboam his ſon, 1 Kings 
xii, who heard his ſenators ſpeak, but did as the yojjgg 
men adviſed him, 1 Kings xii. 10. How like unto Reho- 
boam are the Monarchs of this world, they will be con- 
| a to, hear What a parliament will adviſe, but keep a 

| = _ negative | 


| 1 
negati ve voice, and prefer copper heads before ſilver hairs, 
and court paraſites have diſtinguiſhed between advice and 
conſent; that whereas, by ancient fundamental laws, 


king's could do nothing without eonſent of the people in 
great counſels and parliaments-; they ſay, they may not 
do it without advice, as if the great counſels of the law 
ſtood only for a eypher, and a king's pleaſure to be the 
figure; but let ſuch as are wiſe but eall to mind who it 
was that uſed this ſpeech of Rehoboam, that the late king's 
little finger ſhould be heavier than his fathers loins, and 
adore the juſtice of God in the tragical end of ſuch wicked 
counſellors. And in the revolt of the ten tribes from the 
houſe of David, fee what means Rehoboam attempted to 
reduec them, 1 Kings xii. 21 to 24. And why ſo? Cer- 
tainly, becauſe the government was unjuſt and tyrannical 
in itſelf, and therefore if the people, who in their choice 
of a king, have diſpleaſed God, when they have well 
= fmarted for their folly, have wit to caſt him off, the ſerip- 
cure fays, it is from the Lord. God does not ſay, as in 
| the caſe of election, they have rejected and caſt off me, 
not a word of anger or diſpleaſure, which holds forth this 
divine truth to all that will not wilfully ſhut their eyes 
againſt the light; that if the people in Turkey, Perſia, 


1 1 | Ruſha, or any place in the world, where one man governs, 
or pretends to rule as he pleaſes, will riſe againſt him, and 


dethrone him, it is an action not only juſtifiable, but com- 
mendable; and if the king cauſe any of them to be put 
to death as traitors, it is murder in him, and he fights 
againſt God, juſtice, and reaſon; but it is otherwiſe where 
r | | „ the 
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the government is juſt and rational, by godly righteous 
magiſtrates, and judges choſen by the people, if they be 
affronted and injured it is an offence, and high treaſon 
againſt the majeſty of Heaven; they have not eaſt off 
thee, but have rejected me, ſays the Lord, to a juſt autho- 
rity, acting for him, and giving an account to'the'people 
of their laws and adminiſtrations in love. We may ob. 
ſerve, in Jonathan's caſe, that when the legiſlative power 
is in one man's hand, though none of the worſt, what 
laws are unadviſedly enacted. 1 Sam. xiv. 24 to 30, And 
the men of Iſrael were diſtreſſed that day: for Saul had 
adjured the people, ſaying, Curſed be the man that eateth 
any food until evening, that I may be avenged on my 
enemies: ſo none of the people taſted any food. And 
they came to a wood, and there was honey upon the 
ground. And when the people were come into the wood, 
behold, the honey dropped, but no man put his hand to 
his mouth: for the people feared the oath. But Jonathan 
heard not when his father charged the people with the 
oath © wherefore he put forth the end of the rad that was 
in his hand, and dipt it in an honey- comb, and put his 
hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. Then 
anſwered one of the people, and ſaid, Thy father ſtrictly 
charged the people with an oath, ſaying, Curſed be the 

man that eateth any food this day: and the people 

were faint. Then ſaid Jonathan, my father hath troub- 
led the land; fees 1 pray you, how mine eyes have been 
enlightened, Deren I taſted a little of this honey. | How 


much more, if happily the people had eaten freely to-day 


4 

| | | | 4 
y uf 

| 


3 not Takt now a much greater. . eee 
| Philiſtines? | Tis a cruel law, we had; Killed more if we 
| had eaten. J onathan was a graciqus man, and had a feet 
ſpirit, for government; and Jonathan faid to the hg 
Lee bare his armour, eome and let us go ver unta 
the garxiſon of theſe uncireumeiſed, it may be that the 
A will work for us, for there is no reſtraint to. the 
Lord, to ſave by many or by few. As gallant Caleb ſaid, 
b Joſh. xiv. 12, If fo be the Lord will he with me, then I 
| ſhall be able to driye out the Anakims: but nothing would 
Laatisfy Saul but the life of Jonathan and the exccution 
of a eruel law, and that againſt nature, for hungry men 
g not to eat food, which in the Hebrew is bread; now, bread 

being not honey, and that being a penal law, it ought to 
have been taken ſtrictly; and ſo Jonathan not guilty, for 
6 a: penal ſtatute; is not to be extended by, equity, for the 
; q oath;was much better broken} than kept; but the people 
had more wit than 'toi ſuffer Jonathan to be ut to death, 
ver. 45; nor wWas Jonathan legally guilty, becauſe; he was 
not preſent when the law was made, verſes 3 and 17, nor 
f ; had any notice of it; and ſuch laws that are not PRI IN | 
unt to che laws of nature are not obligatory, without full 
and perfect. notice and proclamation thereof made to thę 
people, and in that the Lord did nat, anſwer Saul, ver. 37. 
It was becauſe he was angry with him forjhis rafh oaths 
he being given to ſwearing, ver. 44; and it appears, 
N i | aten 6 and 16, that God's not anſwering is a ſign of 


W anger, though Saul ſuſpected God's, filence was fc x;fome 
| ; * | | hidden 


hidden fin, therefore would: caſt a lot, Ver., Says God 
to Samuel, I am chief king, thou art my miniſter; I rule 
by thee, therefore they have rejected me in eaſting off a 
juſt govebnment, free from tyranny and oppreſſion which 
my fout abhors, for God is king over all the earth; he 
keeps the ſupreme power to himſelf; iti is. his prerogative 
only to give no account of his actions to any creature, 
and yet in love he! is pleaſed to condeſeend to —— 
tures, and make out the reaſon of his adminiſtrations; 
and the image of God coniſiſts in holineſs, juſtice;2merey, | 
and goodnefs; which is a government of a divine original; 
it comes from Heaven, and hath a tendency thither, and 
thoſe that are my governors have ſach graces and gifts of 
my holy ſpirit,: ſignified by pouring on of oil upon the 
heads of the rulers, as being neceſſary graces for prieſts, 
prophets, and kings; but the Ifraelites would not let the 
Lord to keep the power in his own ei what 
governor and government he pleaſoe n. 
Therefore obſerve, in the next place, ee oourb od 
Jenns30 : take to eſtabliſſi his kingdom, he: thinks to 
ſtrengthen himſelf by the idolatry of the wo calves j the 
people will revolt from me, ſays] croboary unleſs I make 
them: tyvo talves of gold, and ſay, behold thy Gods, O N. 
rael, which brought thee ap out of the land of Egypt. 
Monarchs care not what they do, though they deſtroy even 
the ſouls of millions of people to maintain their pomp and | 
glory; make the people believe; ſays he, that theſe calves, | 
which were made but yeſterday, brought their fathers ou 
of ths land. of Egypt. Ver. 275 If they 2 will } 
112112 turn 


— 


t 62 3 


E turn to Rehoboam ; kings fear that piety to God will 
draw away peoples hearts from them. Monarchs delight 

1 wickedly to keep the people in groſs ignorance ; and how 
W fooliſh was this Jeroboam, 1 Kings xiv, to ſend his wife 
W diſguiſed to the prophet Ahijah to know whether his ſon 
il ſhould recover, as if the - prophet could teil the greater, 
ad not find out the wife's diſguiſement. Ideots, minors, 
murderers, any are good enough, and will ſerve to be 
kings. Mark therefore what becomes of King Jeroboam, 
1 Kings, xiv. ver 10, 11. Therefore, behold I will 

bring evil upon the houſe of Jeroboam, and will cut off 
WW from-Jcroboam him that piſſeth againſt the wall, and him 

dat is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, and will take away the 
remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a man takes away 
Aung till it be all gone: him that dieth of Jeroboam in 
de city ſhall; the dogs cat, and him that dieth in the 
Salas ſhall the fowls of the air eat, for the Lord hath 
4 ſpoken it. But if only guilty kings was to be puniſhed, 
WA were no great matter; but the poor people muſt be de- 
W] Kroyed for their king's wickedneſs, ver. 15, 16, for the 
Lord ſhall ſmite Ifrael, as a reed is ſhaken in the water, 
and he thall root up Iſrael out of this good land which 
he gavees their fathers, and ſhall ſcatter them beyond the 
Wl xiver, becauſe they have made their groves, provoking 
ll | the Lord to anger; ver. 16, and he fhrall give Ifrael up, 
I becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam, who did fin, and who 
made Iſrael to fin. Bleſſed Lord! it was Jeroboam that 
made the groves and high places, and not the people; but 

when the people choſe a oe what he does, is reputed 
their 
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their act, they do it by him, as the whole body ſees and 

hears by the organs of the ears and eyes. What a fad 
eonſideration 18 it, that God's people ſhould be deſtroyed 
for the ſin of the kings of Iſrael! Let them ſmart, ſays 
the Lord, a king they will have. Then there was war 
detween Rehoboam and J eroboam all their days, 1 Kings 
xiv. 30, which the ſpirit of God reiterates, chap. xv. 6, 
as if kings delighted in nothing but wars about preroga- 
tives, precedence, or ſuch trivial matters, the poor peo» 
ple muſt ſhed. their precious blood, and loſe their lives, 
not only temporal, but hazard their ineſtimable ſouls ; for 
as the tree falls, ſo it lies, their wives and children _ut- 
terly deſtroyed, and all to attain and ſatisfy the ambiti- 
ous deſigns, and wicked luſts, of proud imperious men, 
that ſet all on flame to warm themſelves; as if God had 
made bees to make honey only for the drones, poor men 
only to be as the wool in the breach to receive cannon and 
muſquet bullets; and yet, when the world is, in love and 
bowels of pity, jogged and wakened out of this pleaſing 
dream, they are angry with their monitor; and he that 
is a friend to public liberty, is counted an enemy to Ce-+ | 
far, poor 'Turks, Ruſſians, and European ſlaves, who de- 
light rather in ſervitude than freedom, and like ſpaniels | 
fawn upon thoſe that moſt beat them, and are ſorry that 
they have but one life to loſe for the glory of their ſo- |} 
vereign. | 

After. Jeroboam a Rage thts was war amen 
Aſa, King of Judah, and Baaſha, king of Iſrael, all their 
days, -I Kings, XV. 16, 32. And ſee what became of | 
5 1: | — 


4 

Baaſha, 1 Kings xvi. 1. Then the word of the Lord 
eame to Jehu, the fon of Hanani, againſt Baafha, ſaying, 
for as much as I exalted thee out of the duſt; and made 
thee prince over my people Iſrael, and thou hat walked 
in the way of Jeroboam; and haſt made my people Ifrael 
to ſin, to provoke me to anger with their fins, behold, c 
will take away the poſterity of Baaſha, and the poſterity 
of his houſe, and will make thy houſe like the houſe of 
Feroboam, the ſon of Nebat; him that dieth of Baaſha in 
the city ſhall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the 
fields ſhall the fowls of the air eat. Then Elah fueceeded 
Baafſha, he being drunk, was killed by Zimri, WhO made 
himſelf king, 1 Kings, xvi. 9. Where Monarchies have 
been elective, or gotten by force or frautl; what hath been 
always held the beſt way to'ſecure the new Monarch in 
his throne, was by deſtroying tlie family of his predeceſſor. 
Zimri deſtroyed all the houſe of Baaſha, left him nat one 
that piſſed againſt the wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor 
of his friends, I Kings, 16, 11. As the popes always 
glory to reſeind and repeal the acts of their predeceſſors, 
what bloody butchers have kings and popes ever been, if 
any man ſtand in their way let his name be blotted out. 
Then Omri was choſen king, and beſieged Zimri in Tir- 
zal; Zimri became deſperate, ſets the houſe on fire, and 
burns himfelf, ver. 17, 18, and 25. This Omri wrought 
evil in the ſight of the Lord, and did worſe than' all that 
were before him. Ahab, his ſon, ſucceeded him ; and 
ver. 30; Then Ahab, the ſon of Omri, did evil in the 
of the Lord above al that were before him, ſo that, 
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1 Kings, 21, 25, there was none like unto Ahab, which : 
ſold himſelf to work wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord, 
whom Jezebel, his wife, ſtirred up: and therefore, whereas 
the practice of the primitive Chriſtians is objected, that 
they prayed for the healths and proſperity of the heatgen 
Roman tyrants that perſecuted them. Here you may ſes 
the reaſon thereof: they knew that if one tyrant died, a 
more cruel one would ſucceed ; as the poor woman hav- 
ing had three cruel landlords, ſucccſiively, having wiſhed 
the death of the two former, prayed earneſtly for the long 
life of the third, and being demanded a reaſon thereof, 
anſwered; that the laſt was always the worſt, and if this 
ſnould die, certainly the next would be the devil, for a 
more cruel tyger there could not be in a human ſhape than 
the third was. But concerning the primitive Chriſtians ? 
that were as the Lord's garden, hedged in with his pro- 
tection, it pleaſed God ſometimes to take away the hedge, 
and to let the wild beaſts in, they ſaw that through many 
tribulations and perſecutions in the world they muſt enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven; and finding that Antichriſt ? 
was to be their greateſt, and the moſt cruel enemy to the 
church of God, and that he could not get into the throne 
during the reign of the Roman 1 emperors, who hindered! 
him, as it is, 2 Theſſ. ii. 7, 8, "therefore they prayed for 
the proſperity of the Dragon, for the fourth Monarchy, 
Dan. vii. ), 1s generally interpreted to be the Roman em- 
pire, which is deſcribed to be very terrible and dreadful, 
and execcding ſtrong ; 'it had three iron teeth, it devoured 
and broke in pieccs, and ſtamped the reſidue with the 
0 b 1 | feet 
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feet of it; and if this Heathen empire was taken away, 
the poor Chriſtians knew that the ſame power muſt be 


given to the beaſt Antichriſt, Rev. xiii. And therefore it 


were better for them to have it continue; but it is moſt 
admirable to obſerve, that the great Monarchies of the 
world, viz. Babylonians, Perſians, Greeians, and Ro- 
mans, ſhould be ſet out, and deſcribed by four beafts ; 
it ſhews unto us, that thoſe that are moſt highly eſteemed: 
by the men of the world, are but as beaſts in the fight of 


God, that the great King of Kings (who rules in equity 


and righteouſneſs over all the world) lobks upon the 
great Nimrods and Monarchs of the world with a moſt 
contemptible eye, counts them no better than the moſt 


ravenous creatures, that are ſuffered a little to rage for the 


puniſhment of wicked men. When the Lord fays, that 
the beaſt ſhall devour his people, it is the king of Aſſyria 
and his wicked cavaliers, and therefore God threatens to 


deal with him as with a beaſt; am againſt thee, O Gog, 


the chief Prince of Meſbech nal Tubal, -Ezek. xXxviii.! 
2, 4. I will put a hook in thy jaws :. and ſo the Lord 
threatened to put a hook in the noſtrils of Senacherib; the 


king of Aſſyria, and a bridle in his lips, Eſa. xxxvii. 29, 


becauſe of his rage and his tumult it was fit to uſe him as 
a beaſt. And mark how contemptibly God ſpeaks of the 
great King of Babylon, and his numerous army. Joel ii. 
20, His ſtink and ill favour ſhall come up. The ſpirit 
of God gives no other epithet than a ſtinking King, an 
unſavory prince. And David ſpeaking of Saul and his 


| courtiers, Pfal. lix. 0, 7, 8, as if he had predicted the 


deport- 


Fo 3 
deportments and behaviours of the malignants about fuch 
time as the late king was juſticed ; their nocturnal whil= 
perings in taverns and conventicles againſt the ſtate, and | 
ſuch as are godly in the land, they return at evening, 
they make a noiſe like a dog, and go round about the 
city: behold, they belch out with their mouths, ſwords 
are in their lips, for who ſay they doth hear ; but thou, 
© Lord, ſhalt laugh at them, thou ſhalt have all the Hea- 
thens in deriſion. Ver. 14 At evening let them return, | 
and let them make a noiſe like a dog, and go round about 
the city; and therefore God's people may rejoice in the 
Lord, as in verles 16, 175 But we will ſing of thy powers 
yea, we will ſing of thy mercy in the morning, for thou 
haſt been 'our defence and refuge in the day of trouble; 3 
unto thee our ſtrength will we ſing, for God is our 5 
fence, and the God of our mercy. Indeed he was the 
ſong « of the drunkards, PT. Ixix. 12; but now to be com- 
pared to a beaſt is worſe than to be ſo by nature, for it is 
no diſhonour to a hog to be called ſo, for it is but to be 
as God made it; but for a man to make himſelf a beaſt 
is the corruption of the creature, the worſt deformity that 
can be in the world; and where is there any Monarch 
in the world, that aſſumes a power of accounting only to 
God, but hath in him the ſenſuality of a ſwine, the filth 
and uncleanneſs of a lecpard, the cruelty and inexorable- 
neſs of a tyger, bear, or lion; the ſubtilty and craft of a 
fox, the ſkittiſhneſs and ee of a mule or an aſs; 
and in what things they have common together with 
beaſts, they : are worſe than beaſts, for beaſts will not be 
F:2 drunk 
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q drunk with their drink, as the drunkard corrupts himſelf 
in his drink. Jude i. 10, They ſpeak evil of that they 


know not: and what they naturally know, as brute beaſts, 

in thoſe things they corrupt themſelves. If it would be 
fuch a judgment that a man would be willing to endure 
any miſery in the world rather than to have his body 
turned into the faſnion of a beaſt, and if our anceſtors 
have been ſo diligent to deſtroy wolves, and ſuch noxious 
creatures, that whoſoever ſhould bring in the head of a 
wolf was to have a reward for it, what a madneſs or le- 
thargy is it in men, that would be counted rational, not 
only to ſutfer tyrants and myſtical wolves to domineer 
with a rod of iron, when God gives them an opportunity 
of extirpation, root and branch, but to contend againit 
their brethren to ſet up à tyrant; to rage like the waters, 
becauſe they cannot bring in an overflowing. tide and 
ſtream to break down the banks. of honeſty and equity. 
- What was it that made David wiſh ? Pl. lv. 6, compared 
with Jer. ix. 1 to 6, and Pf. lix, Oh that I had the wings 


of a dove, that I might fly into the wilderneſs, and there 
abide. Are not wild beaſts in their proper clement in a 
wilderneſs as fiſhes in the ſea? True; but the govern- 


ment of Saul and his prerogative creatures was more cruel 
than the fierce lion, that will either pity the. crouching 
© paſſenger, or not prey upon him till hunger require it, and 
then put him out of his pain in an inſtant; but tyrants 
ſand ſuch are all that will not be accountable to the peo- 


ble) keep men in priſon many years to ſatisfy their inſati- 


able eruelties, and torture poor Creatures by lingering | 
F 1 daeaths, 
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deaths, denying them the favour of expedition jn that 
kind; therefore David ſays, Pf. xxii. 20, Deliver my 
ſoul from the ſword, my darling from the power of the 
dog; the ſpirit of God'in David calls Saul a dog; better, 
ſays David, to fall into the hands of a tyger, and wild 
beaſts, than live under a tyrannical government. There 
is a famous ſtory of ſome Spaniards, that being beſieged 
by a tyrant, and in danger to be taken, the young men 
firſt took all the old people i in the city and let them blood 
to death, and cut off their heads, killing them with the 
faireſt and eaſieſt deaths that could be; next they took all 
the treaſure and riches in the city and ſet it on fire, and 
then they took poiſon and poiſoned themſelves; and the 
ſurvivor opened the gates and killed himſelf, ſo as the 
enemy had nothing but rubbiſh and aſhes, of two evils! 
chuſing the leaſt; old and young, and all the city to be 
deſtroyed together, rather than to fall into the hands of a 
tyrant, where no juſtice can be had: the Lord continue 
and increaſe the. ſame gallantry and nobleneſs of ſpirit in 
the Engliſh nation, rather to endure any miſery in the 
world, than ever to admit any more of a tyrannical govern- 
ment, for that is to make ourſelves lower than beaſts, 
(which are not devoured by thofe of the ſame kind) to 
make one man more than a man; with titles of Sacred 
Majeſty, and Gracious Highnefs, incompatable with a 
ſtate of humanity. 

Now, I beſeech you, have patience a little longer, to 
obſerve what ſtrange creatures the kings of Iſrael were, 


and then let every honeſt-hearted man but aſk himſelf 
24 ſome 
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ſome ſuch queſtions as theſe: Whether it is not likely 
that God would give his own e as good kings as to 
any other nation ? 

Secondly, If God was ſo 3 wrath with his 
own children for deſiring a king, whether will he not be 
more angry with us if we ſhould not take warning. by 
God's people? Note, therefore, that when king Ahab 

was dead Jehoram reigned in Iſrael, 2 Kings iii. 1, 6; 
b and becauſe there was a famine i in the land, the firſt news 

is, that Eliſha the pr rophet muſt be ſlain. 2 Kings vi. 
„ 32. Then he ſaid, God do ſo, and morcover alſo to 
me, if the head of Eliſha, the ſon of Shaphat, ſhall ſtand 
on him this day; but Eliſha ſat in his houſe, and the el- 
ders ſat with him ; and the king ſent a mam from before 
him, but, ere the meſſenger came to him, he ſaid to the 
© elders, ſee ye how the ſon of a murderer hath ſent to take 
away my head, take heed, all ye fighters, for the 105 of 
a murderer, in chap. viii. ver, 1 '5, Hazael kills king Ben- 
hadad ; and Elifha told him what a tyrant he would be 

1 againſt Iſrael, and wept for grief, to think how Hazael, 
| when he came to be king, ſhould oppreſs and tyrannize 
over them. Then, ver. 12, ſays Hazael, Why weepeſt 
| my Lord? And he anſwered, Becauſe I know the evil 
that thou wilt do unto the children of Ifracl ; their ſtrong 
A holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their young men wilt thou 
; ſlay with the ſword, and wilt daſh their children, and rip 
| up their women with child. Verſes 13, 14, 15, And Ha- 
| zacl ſaid, but what, Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould 


do this great thing? And Eliſha anſwered, The Lord hath 
4 ſhewed 


ſhevyed me that thou ſhalt be King over Syria. So he de- 

parted from Eliſha, and came to his maſter, who ſaid to 

him, What faid Eliſha to thee? and he anſwered, He 
told me that thou ſhouldeſt ſurely recover; and it came 
to paſs on the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and 
dipt it in water, and ſpread it on his face, ſo that he 
died; and Hazael reigned in his ſtead. As if a king 
ſhould take the ſacrament upon it, that he intends no 
more hurt to the parliament than to his own children; and 
the yery ſame day grant commiſſions to ſlay and murder 
the moſt faithful patriots: but ſee hat credit there is tq 
be given to ſuch mens vows and proteſtations. 2 Kings 
x. 32, Hazael {mote them in all the coaſts of Iſrael; Jehu 
was next made king by the ſoldiers ; and, 2 Kings ix. 24, 
| J chu drew a bow with his full ſtrength, and ſmote Jecho- 
ram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his 
heart, and he ſunk down in his chariot; then Jehu fol- 
| lows after Ahaziah, king of Judah, and (mites him, ang 
he dice! at Megiddo, 2 Kings ix. 27; and Jehoahaz ſuc- 
ceeds Jehu in the Kingdom of Iſrael, 2 Kings x. Then, 
chap. xi. Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, aroſe and de- 
ſtroyed all the feed royal, only Joaſh, who with his nurſe 
was hid and preſerved from the maſſacre, and was after- 
wards anointed king,; and the people clapt their hands, 
and ſaid, God fave the King, 2 Kings xi. 12, and blew 
their trumpets; then Athaliah rent her clothes, ver. 14, 
and cryed, Treaſon, Treaſon; ſhe might with more rea- 
ſon have cryed out, away with kingly government, that 


occaſions ſo many murders, treachery, and villainous con- 
F 4 ſpiracies, 
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ſpiracies, who, to get on the throne, and to ſecure their 
ſtations, and maintain their pomp and grandeur, muſt 
deſtroy-poor innocents, and all that ſtand i in wy way of 
| 2 dominion. 

In chap. xii. 2, Jehoaſh did that which was ride in 
hy ſight of the Lord; yet ver. 20, His ſervants aroſe and 
made a conſpiracy, and ſlew Jehoaſh in the houſe of 
Millo, which goeth down to Silla. If God ſometimes 


gives a good Joſiah, an Edw. the VIth, or a good Queen 


Elizabeth, the office is not ſanctified by the perſon; when 
© princes profeſs love to the people, it is but ſowing the 
| ſeeds of future troubles and miſeries, for when kings are 
good, the people are never jealous of their liberties ; and 
fair language, and a few good acts and actions, bring the 
people into a fools paradiſe, the prerogative then taking | 
ten times firmer and qeeper root in ſuch Haleyon days; 
and certainly the tares, wormwood, gall, colloquintida, 
and bitter fruits which England hath lately taſted of, and 
reaped in ſuch abundanee, were ſown, ſet, and planted in 
thoſe calmer times; and the precious blood that hath been 
Med; is no doubt the ſeeds- time of freedom and glory to 
the nation, the ground work of thoſe precious and dura- 
ble privileges that Engliſhmen ſhall hereafter enjoy: but 
ſee chap. xiii,” Jehoaſh, ſon of Jehu, was king in Ifrael. 
Ver. 2, And he did that which was evil in the fight of 
the Lord, and followed the fins of Teroboam, the ſon of 
Nebat, which made Iſrael to fin, he departed not there- 
from; and the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 1. 
_ _ ver. 18 0 re them into the hand of 
07; L Hazael, 
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Hazael, king of Syria, and into the hand of Benhadad, 

the ſon of Hazael, all their days. It would make the 

very bowels, liver, and entrails of a Chriſtian, to yearn 

and ſtir within him, to conſider how poor ereatures, from 

time to time, have been puniſhed for the wickedneſs of 

their kings. Says David, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17, Indeed I have 
done wiekedly: But theſe ſheep, What have they done? 
Let thine hand be againſt me, and my father's houſe, 
againſt a kingly government. Next comes Amaziah upon 
the ſtage of Monarchy, 2 Kings xiv; and his eomenda- 
tion ĩs for doing juſtice upon thoſe that killed his father, ? 
"= and paring! the children of the ' murderers, according to 
the law of Moſes, that the fathers ſhall not be put to 
death for the children, nor the children for the fathers, 
but every man ſhalt be put to death for his own ſins 
ver. 6; but vain man that he was to think to proſper, | 
knowing how greathy God was diſpleaſed with his Office. 
. Ver. 19. [The people made a conſpiracy againſt him in 
1 Jeruſalem, and he fled to Igachith, and they flew him 
there, and they brought him on horſes, and buried him at 
Jeruſalem, as Richard the IIId. ſlain at the battle at 
Boſworth- field, by Henry the 'VIIth. was'thrown over a 
- Horſe like a calf,” and carried to Leiceſter, and there in- 
terred; then ver. 23, There was Jeroboam, the ſecond } 
king of Iſrael, and he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, and departed not from all the fins of Jero- 
boam, the ſon of Nebat, that made Iſrael to finz ver: 243 
then i in chap. xv. 3, 4, Azariah, ſon of Amaziah, reigned 


IO and did that which was right i in mo _ of the 


1 J 
Lord, * to all that his father Amaziah had done; 
ſave that the high places were not removed, the peaple 
facrificed and burnt ineenſe ſtill on the high places, ſo the 
Lord ſmote him that he was a leper to the day of his 
death, and dwelt in 2 ſeparate, houſe apart by himſelf» 
ſcarce a king of them that died like other men; for he 
that will take upon him to be above other men's judge- 
ments, and only to account to Heaven, is not worthy, the 
Lociety of men. Ver. 8, Zachariah, the ſon of Jeroboam, 
reigned in Iſrael; and verſes 9, 10, He did that which 
was evil in the ſight of the Lord, as his father had done, 
he departed not from the fin of Jeroboam, the fon of Ne- 
dat, who made Iſrael to ſin. How made them to fin? 
Is not example a moral violence? that where the king is 
wicked the people. muſt needs be fo; Or is fin taken there 
for; puniſhment, that the pqple are puniſhed for the king's 
enormities? but yer. 10, Shallum, the ſon of Jabeſh, 
conſpired againſt him, and ſmote him before the people, 
and flew. him, and reigned in his ſtead, What? Would 
the people ſtand. by and ſee Shallum kill their king, and 
chen preſently make him king? How violently, and in- 
ſenſately are men ſet upon Monarchy, that though they 
feel all the plagues of Egypt upon them for it, yet they 
Will have a king, like the Heathens: But how fared it 
With king Shallum? Ver. 13, He reigned but a month in 
Samaria, for Menahem, the ſon of Gadi, went up from 
Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and ſmote Shallum there, 
and flew him, and reigned in his ſtead. But how does 
Nlenahem comport himſelf in his kingſhip? Ver. 16, 
3 „Tien 


ow 
Then 8 took Tipſah, and all that were * 
and the coaſts thereof from Tirzah, beeauſe they opened 


not to him; and all the women therein that were with 
child he ript them up; then verſes 19, 20, Pul, the king 


of Aſſyria, came againſt him, and he exacted a thouſand 
talents of ſilver of the rich men of Iſrael, fifty ſhekels 
of ſilver, thence they took the preſident for ſhip- money, 
to tyrannize and bring themſelves and the people into 
danger, and then take what they pleaſe from the people, 
to procure foreign forces to aſſiſt king Menahem, to gon. 
frm the kingdom in his hand; but ver, 22, This bloody 
man ſlept with his fathers, and his ſon Pekahiah reigned 
in his ſtead. Bleſſed God! That ſuch a cruel monſter -- 
ſhould die a dry death ; but if murderers and tyrants were 
always puniſhed in this world, men would think that there 
| were. no other hell for them; and yet if they were not 
commonly puniſhed here, many men would believe that 
there was no God, Well, Pekahiah reigned two years, 
and did miſchicf enough to have deſtroyed Iſrael, becauſę 
no doubt they might have caſt off Monarchy, but would 
not do juſtice upon their king, therefore the Lord ſtirred 
up particular men ſtill to do it. Ver. 25, Pekah, the ſon 
of Remaliah, a captain of Pekahiah, conſpired againſt 
him, and ſmote him, and killed him in Samaria, in the 
palace of the king's houſe, with fiſty-two more, and reigned 
in his room; a good riddance of the king and his cava- 
liers ; but the more unwiſe they, (to give them no worſe 
epithets, being God's people) to ſuffer Pekah to be their 
kite, fer he * in wiekedneſs; and in his days, 


ver. 29, 


N 


rer. 29, ſeven cities of Iſracl were carried captive to Af- 
* Feria; but ver. 30, Hoſhea, the ſon of Ekah, made a con- 
f piracy againſt Pekah, and ſmote him, and ſlew him, and 
reigned in his ſtead; indeed Jotham, king of Judah, did 
righteous things, howbeit the high places were not re- 
moved by him. Ver. 35, He is a good man, againſt whom 
there is but one But, or howbeit, in his kingly govern- 
ment, chap. xvi. 2, ſucceeds Ahaz, who walked in the 
way of the King's of Iſrael; and ver. 3, made his ſon to 
walk through the fire, according to the abominations of 
the Heathen, whom the Lord caſt out from before the 
children of Iſrael; and he ſacrificed and burnt incenſe in 
the high places, and on the hills, and under every green 
tree: this is the fruit of their crying give us a king, like 
the Heathen nations. It is noted, how the Lord drove 
baut the Heathens from before his people to aggravate 
their folly, that when the Heathens were deſtroyed, yet 
they would have a government like the Heathens; if the 
good kings had removed the high places, and burnt : the 
ground, then the wieked kings had not ſacrificed thereon ; 
but if the people had not been ſtark blind, they would 
have ſeen their extreme folly in admitting that govern- 
ment. But why do I ſpeak ſo improperly, as to ſay good 
kings; a good monarch is a white devil, cures one and 
kills twenty. Do men gather gripes of thorns, or figs of 
thiſtles? He that is bound to no law, cannot be a good 
king, for the office is againſt divine inftitution, and there- 
fore finful ; unaccountable monarchs are no more to be 
ſuffered than devils; if they do any good, it flows not 
8 3 from 
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from the conftitution of the office, but as they are private 
men, that would do leſs hurt if they had leſs power; 
if one ſhould have a commiſſion to rob, and he ſhould 
ſuffer ſome poor men to paſs untouched, no thanks to his 
commiſſion, but his debonarity and natural pitty; unac-. 
countableneſs is a moſt corrupt, pernicious, aceurſed, and 


peſtilent principle, and a fountain from whence muſt needs: 


flow ſtreams of much oppreſſion, injuſtice, and cruelties: 
towards poor people. Chap; xvii. 3, Salmanezer, king 
of Aſſyria, falls out with Hoſhea, king of Iſrael, about 
new-years-gifts. Kings have ſo many courtiers to feed, 
that they muſt be like the horſe- leech, that ery, give, give 
therefore the king of Aiiyria ſhut him up, and bound kim 
in priſon; ver. 4, Then was Iſrael carried away capti ve; 
for ver. 21, Jeroboam had made them ſin a great ſin; 
which, verſes 8 and 15, is ſaid to be walking in the ſta-: 
tutes of the Heathen, and of the kings of Iſrael, which. 
they had made; where note, that, the king had the legiſ- 
lative power; made what laws he pleaſed ; and the peo- 
ple imitated the Heathens round about them therein, in 
giving the ſame power to their Kings as the Heathens did, 
to carry life and death at his nod, and honouring a wicked: 
man more than the King of Glory; ver. 23, until the 


Lord removed Iſrael out of his ſight, as he hadifaid by: 


all his ſervants the prophets, ſo. was Iſracl carried away 
out of their own land to Atiyria unto this day. Is it not 
admirable that the Iſraelites ihnould be ſo extreme mad to 
ſet up a king like the Heathens, to their own deſiruction. 
Many ſins might concur to their captivity, but the grand 

: | SS capital 
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capital ſin is noted to be their inordinate deſire to have 4 
king; the laws, cuſtoms, ſtatutes, and ordinances of the 
Heathens : Now mark, I beſeech you, poor miſtaken, de- 
luded Carolifts, if wiſe men, God's peculiar people, worth 
all the world, for ſuffering ſuch tyrants, deſerve for ever 
to be called; not the men, but the children of Iſrael; 
more fooliſh than babes, nay, than the brute creatures, 

that will not impower one of themſelves to deſtroy, or to 


be cruet to their own kind. I. ſpeaks loud to all ſuch, 


as by God's infinite mercy have caſt off tyrants, to Aro. 


gate, repeal, obliterate, and change their laws, ſtatutes, 
- ordinances, and cuſtoms, to ſuffer no filthy rags, infected 
with the plague, to remain; not to think to. waſh and 
purify them, for the blackamore will not change his ſkin. 


The firſt work done at Geneva, upon the change of their 
religion from Papiſts to Proteſtants, Was (Reformatio 
Tegun) fo examine their laws, and ſuch as were contrary 


to the law of God they burnt them, for juſtice is more 
neceſſary in a commonwealth then reformed religion; no 


ſtate can continue without the firſt, but many flouriſh in 
temporals, without the latter; ſalt is more uſeful than 


ſugar, and pearls, though not ſo excellent in its nature, 


The next king, xviii. 5, was Hezekiah, who truſted in 
the Lord God of Iſrael, fo that after him was none like 
him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were 


before him; he falling ſick, by prayer had his life 
lengthened ;' a Heathen king ſent to congratulate his re- 


covery, and Hezekiah did not magnify the Lord's mercy 


to him, and ſpeak in in the PE of an'Tſraclite to the 
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ambaſſador, but ſhewed him his treaſures, and rejoĩced 
more in them than in the God of his niercies; (a fault 
that God's people are too ſubject unto when their friends 
viſit them, they do not entertain the time by magnifying 
God's merey, and multiplyed preſervation towards them' 
but ſhew one another their fine rooms, cloaths,” and ſueli 
vanities) for which very thing the prophet Iſaiah defiounces 
unto Hezekiah the Babylonian captivity, chap! xx. And 
fee how the poor Jews were puniſhed for that very ſin 
of Hezekiah, xxiv. 10 to 16, At that time the ſervants 
of Nebuchadnezar, king of Babylon, came up againſt 
Jeruſalem, and the eity was beſieged; and Nebuchad- 

ar, king of Babylon, eame againſt the city, and his' 
ſervants did beſiege it; and Jchoiachin, the king of Ju- 
dah; went to the king of Babylon, he, and his mo- 


ther, and his ſervants, and his princes, and his officets'; ; 


55 the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of 

Eis reign; and he carried out thenee all the treaſures of 
the houfe of the Lord, and the' treaſures of tlie Kings 
| houſe, and cut in pieces all the veſſels of gold which' 


Soloman, king of Iſrael, had made in the temple of the 


Eord, as the Lord had ſaid; and he carried away alt 
eruſalem, and all the princes, and all the m. glty mer 
of valour,” ten thouſand captives; and all the er-fiſment 


and"fraiths, none remaine? ſive the pooreſt fort of the 
people! of the lard; ant he carried? away Ichoiachin to 


Babylon, and the King's mother} and tlie King's" wives? 


and his officers, and the mighty of the land; thoſe carried. 


10 0 — from Jeruſalem to 1 and all che 
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men of might, even ſeven thouſand, and craftſmen and 
ſwiths one thouſand, all that were ſtrong and apt for war, 


even them the king of Babylon brought capti ve to Baby- 
lon: Bleſſed God! that ever any people of underſtanding 
ſhould contend for Monarchy ; when the ſpirit of God 
ſpeaks ſo plainly, that whether the kings be good men or 
bad, I will puniſh the people, ſays the Lord, ſo long as 
they haye any Kings; it is not a government of my ordi- 
nation; kings are the peoples idols, creatures of their 
own making; if they will have them, let them be ſure 


' that if the beſt of their kings do but out of a little vain- 


glory ſhew his treaſures to a Heathen king I'll puniſh 
them for that tranſgreſſion. The next ſucceſſor was Ma- 
naſſah, and he followed the abomination of the Heathens- 


Chap. xxi. 9, He ſeduced the people to do more evil 


than did the nations above all that the Amorites did, and 


made Judah to fin with his idols. ola, | 


ls not man a free agent; if he ſuffer no outward 1 
he bath none within him; but a king's example i is unre 
ſiſtible violence. Merciful God, ſhall thy own children, | 
that one of them before they had a king was worth 10,000 


Amorites, be made worſe than the moſt abominable Hea- 


thens, only by having a king. Ver. 12, 13, 14, There- 
fore, thus faith the Lord God of Ijrael, Behold, .I. am 
bringing evil upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that whoſoever 
heareth of it both his cars ſhall tingle, and I will ſtretch. 


over Jeruſalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of 
- the houſe of Ahab; and I will wipe Jeruſalem as a man 


wipeth a dith, w ins it, and turning it upſide down; and 
1285 He 1 il 
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J will forſake the reninant of my inheritance; and deliver 


them into the hand of their enemies, and they ſhall be- 


come a prey and ſpoil to all their enemies; this Manaſſeh 


ſhed innocent blood till he filled the ſtreets with it, 2,Kings, | | 


chap. xxi, After Manaſſeh reigned Ammon, who was 
the father's own ſon in wickedneſs ; and his ſervants con- 
ſpired againſt him, and flew the king in his own houſe, 
And the people flew them, and made Joſiah king, the 
hopeful prince, who turned not afide to the right hand or 
to the left, but walked in all the ways of David his father, 
ch. xxii. ver. 2. But if the Lord will not turn from the 
fierceneſs of his great wrath againſt Judah, becauſe of the 
provocation of Manaſſeh, as it is 2 Kings xxiii, 26, Will 
not the Lord be intreated to ſave the people for good Jo- 
fiah's ſake? No; all that the Lord will do for the beft 
king, is to take him away from the evil to come, ch. xxii. , | 
19, 20. Then, chap. xxv, Jeruſalem, the glory of the 
Lord, is beſieged by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
who built forts againſt it round about; the famine pre- E 
vailed, and there was no bread for the people of the land; 
the men of war therein forced to fly ; the city taken and 
defaced; ver 9, the houſe of the Lord burnt ; and all 
the houſes of Jeruſalem ; every great mans houſe burnt - 
the king's eyes put out, and his ſons ſlain; ver. 9, and {| 
bound him with chains, as it is more at large expreſſed, = 
Jer. xxxix. 7. And it is very obſeryable (to teach God's 
people how to behave themſelves when the people are fo 
mad in contending for Monarchy, to bring God's judge- 
ments upon them) that Jeremiah, who in all probability 
_ G | would 
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would have been one of the firſt that had | ſuffered for his 
faithfulneſs, in reproving fin ſo impartially as he did, was 
only preſerved. Jer. xxxix. 11, 12, Now Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, gave charge concerning Jeremiah to 
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, ſaying; Take 
him, and look to him, and do him no harm, but do unto 
Him even as he ſhall ſay unto thee. This fame Jeremiah, 
that had mourned in ſecret for the court vanities, or ra- 
ther enormities, the inſanity and egregious folly of the 
people to caſt off a rational, juſt government, by worthy 
_ patriots, that charge their own eſtates as well as others 
and to eſtabliſh kings according to the manner of the 
Heathen, for whoſe fins ſo many of the people loſt their 
lives. God puniſhes the people for their ſins, not only 
where the kings are wicked and monſters of men, but 
where they are good men and live good lives, which is 
very rare, yet the people muſt ſmart for ſuffering the 
kingly office to continue. But if that be not a ſufficient 
argument, take another: If the moſt deſperate malignant 
in England or Scotland was but in Ireland, to hear of the 
horrid maſlacres that have been committed upon the poor 
Engliſh, one hundred and fifty-four thouſand barbarouſly 
murdered in one province; and to ſee the miſerable ef- 
fects and ſad deſolations of fo bloody a rebellion, whereof 
the maintenance of the late king's pretended prerogative 
was undoubtedly the firſt inducing cauſe, he was as ſure 
the author of it as ever the Devil was the author or firſt 
tempter to ſin; for without his countenance they durſt 
never have attempted it. Without queſtion, he would 

| | be 
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be for the parliament, if it were but from che common 
ſenſe of humanity, for fear either of being tormented 

with the ghoſts and difmal apparitions of thoſe poor in- 


nocents, or out of a fad confideration to bethink himſelf 
what an aſtoniſhment it will be unto him, at that great | 
day, to hear the cry of all the innocent blood that hath 
been ſhed in the three nations, crying to the juſt God for 
vengeance vengeance againſt all thoſe that have in any 
ſort made themſelves guilty or acceſſary to the death of 
their bodies, as well as the death of many of their ſouls, 
as it is to be feared: for, as the tree falls, ſo it lies: 
many poor creature innocently murdered, for aught we 
know to the contrary, might have lived to repent; but 
the ſentence is paſſed, and he can but curſe all thoſe ma- 
lignants that had a hand in his death, as every one un- | 
doubtedly had that hath either warred or pleaded for the 
late king or his poſterity. The ſum of theſe, and many 
other ſcriptural reaſons that might be alledged to the 
ſame purpoſe, is to let you ſee, that not only wicked 
kings have brought miſery and the wrath of God upon 
his people, but the beſt men that ever ſwayed the ſceptre 
of Judah or Iſrael have been authors and occafioners of 
ruin and deſtruction to the poor people. David, by 
numbering the people; Solomon, by toleration of idola= 
try; Jehoſaphat, by taking part with Ahab; Aſa, for his 
confidence in the arm of fleſh, and his ſeverity to the pro— 
phet; and Jofiah, for his raſh and unadviſed war N 
Pharoah- nechoh; did all of them, though godly men, bri 
wrath upon God s people, which, I beſeech Try 
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the judges of old never did, thougtt- Eli's offence might 
be greater than their's, yet the people ſmarted not for 
that, as for their king's tranſgreſſions; and though the 
Lord was pleaſed to chooſe the ſeed of David, and not of 
Saul, that did not juſtify Iſrael; but it was becauſe God 
appointed Chriſt Jeſus to, come of David's race, from 
Judah ; therefore there was a ſtability of David's throne, 
and his poſterity to terminate in Chriſt, and therefore, as 
that ſcripture of Geneſis xlix. 10, The ſceptre ſhall not 
depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto him ſhall the gathering 


of the people be, might be ſufficient to convince the Jews 
of their unbelief, and that the Meſſias is come, becauſe 


. the ſeeptre is ſo long ſince departed from Judah. They 


have had no king of their nation, but have been many 

years as a ſcattered people though happily their diſper- 
ſion hath been their preſervation, for had they not found 
favour amongſt many princes, and to live quietly under 
them, they might in all probability have been deſtroyed, 
and in a worſe condition. than they are—if there were not 
ſome malice and embitteredneſs of ſpirit amongſt them 
againſt Chriſtians, it being ſo pregnant a ſcripture, that 
à more clear and expreſs text cannot be imagined. So 
we may ſafely conclude, from the forementioned ſcrip- 
tures, that if there were not much malignity in the hearts 
of people, the y muſt needs be convinced that Monarchy 
was never any ordinance of God, but an invention of 
wicked men, actuated by the ſpirit of Satan; being con- 


tent to idolize one . that themſelves might tyrannize | 
over. 
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ever many. And where it is called a human ordinance, 
1 Pet. ii. 13, Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the king as 
ſupreme, that is either to be intended of a king that is 
guided and directed by his parliaments or councils, who, 
in caſes of competition, muſt yield to them with ſuch 
power as a duke of Venice or Geneva may have ; or elſe 
it is an agreement and conſtitution of irrational people, 

4 nation delighting rather in ſervitude than freedom; and 
thoſe ancient ſcholaſtics and philoſophers which malls 

ſuch learned arguments of the beft kind of government, 

whether Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy, were to 
be preferred, many holding that Monarchy ought to have 


the pre-emin=-nce, eſpecially where kings were good men; 


certainly they did not intend it'of abſolute unaccountable 
monarchs, for Ariftotle's king was no more than a duke 
of Venice, greater than any one, but leſs than all. The 
Prince of Orange had two votes in council; which yet 
was more than right reaſon allows; for that ſaying of his, 
that Nature makes kings, is underſtood that Nature makes 
men valiant, wiſe, and amiable, qualified for kingly | 
power; or elſe being ſuch that ſtudied books more than 
men, did not underſtand the end of government, and 
being little aequainted with thoſe many provocations that 
the beſt of monarehs have, to degenerate into tyranny, 
and the ſtrong temptations they have to ſatisfy their finful 
appetites, and how the concupiſcible and-iraſcible facul- 
ties of the ſoul are predominant, as decaſions are preſented; 
they being good, merciful, juſt, and Tu men them. 


G3 ſelves, : 
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ſelves, judged others accordingly; and ſo are moſt hete- 
rodox and erroneous in that opinion, concerning Mo- 
narchy, but they never conſulted with the ſacred oracles 
of God, which we that profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians muſt 
either yield unto or elſe make ſcripture uſeleſs, and leave 
every thing to the greateſt uncertainty and confuſion that 
is in the world; and fo, being in the dark, may run our 
heads one againſt another, like two blind men, that, 
joſtling, complain of one another, Can you not ſee? and 
why do you thruſt me? but never complaining of their 
own blindneſs. In a far thicker Egyptian darkneſs are all 
people in the world, in matters of government and policy, 

that reject the council of God, and yet never complain of 
want of wiſdom, but think themſelves. the wiſeſt people 
in the world, in contending ſo eagerly, ſtrenuouſly, and 

impetuouſſy, for the maintenance of old heatheniſh go- 

vernments and ſuperſtitious cuſtoms, Jer. viii. 9, The 
wiſe men are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken, 

they have rejected the word of the Lord, and what wiſ- 

dom i is in them? and becauſe many whom 1 honour in 
the Lord, as godly and precious Chriſtians, may happily 
be entangled and captivated with the majeſty of Mo- 
narchy, as being born under it, and are in love with their 
own iſſue, though never ſo defurmed Dear hearts, let 
us conſider, that truth is more ancient than error, and 
that all are but novelties to the word of God; you are in 
love with foul Miſtreſs Monarchy, not becauſe ſhe is not 
fair, but for that you are in the dark; and then we tell 


the Papiſts, that in. the dark Pope Joan with them is as 
good 
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good as her lady. Whatever may, by carnal politicians, 
be invented for the maintenance of Monarchy, let us 
give more credit to the word of God than the wiſdom of 
men, which is fooliſhneſs when it approaches before tha 
God of wiſdom. God ſays, he will not have his:people 
come under a kingly government, and that he wil plague 
them for their king's offences; if they ſuffer it, there needs 
no other reaſon againſt Monarchy but a divine prohibition. 
Why was the manna ſweet at one time, and at anather 
corrupt? but becauſe it was God's ordinance for the bettes 
ſanctify ing of the ſabbath. Why would the Lord have 
the walls of Jericho beaten down with the ſound of a 
ram's horn only, but that the more of his own power 
might appear? Why was there no more ceremonies uſed 
in the cleanſing of Naaman, but waſh and be clean; are 
not other waters as good? Is not Monarchy more pompe 2! 
ous and like the Heathens? Now God hath proteſted 
againſt Monarchy in all theſe places of ſcripture, and 
therefore to contend for it, is flat rebellion againſt the 
| Majeſty of Heaven; to make ourſelves wiſer than God: 
for this is certain, that what the Lord did enjoin or forbid 
unto his people of old, in matters of judicials, there is an 

<quity in it for God's people ta obſerve for ever. God's 
poſitive laws can no more be altered or changed than his 
eſſence; he is delighted with the ways of truth and juſtice. 
It is very true, that carnal Iſrael expected a reſtoratign 
of Monarchy; and therefore perceiving that J eſus Chxiſt 

did not exalt himſelf as a Monareh, they did not believe 
in him; his kingdom being not of this world, (though he 
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will have a kingdom in the world) they did not conclude 


him to be the promiſed Meſſias. We thought he ſhould 


have reſtored the kingdom of Ifracl. Many godly learned 
men are of opinion, that the Lamb's bride will not be 


glorious till the calling of the Jews: Jeſus Chriſt hath 


already a ſpouſe and viſible churches of ſaints in the 
world; but come and behold, the Lamb's bride is con- 
_ ceived to be after the Jew's converſion, at which time it 
is likewiſe conjectured that the Jews ſhall have a great 
command in the world, but no man to be a king over 
them, only King Jeſus to be Lord and Sovereign. Con- 

- fider well, Hoſ. i. 15, Then ſhall the children of Judah 


and the children of Iſrael be gathered together, and ap- 
point themſelves one head, and they ſhall come up out 
of the land, for great ſhall be the day of Jezerel. That 
head is meant Jeſus Chriſt, the head of his church, 


1 Eph. xxii. and Hoſea, xiii. 9, 10, 11, Oh Ifrael, thou 


haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thine help. I will 
be thy king, where is any other that may ſave thee in all 

the cities, and thy judges, of whom thou ſaidſt, give me 
a king and princes. I gave thee a king in mine anger, 
and took him away in my wrath—no king but Jeſus. 
And: Ifaiah i. holds it out fully what government they 
ſhall have when they have repented ; not Monarchy, but 
by good judges and counſellors: ver. 21, How is the 
faithful city become an Harlot ? it was full of judgment, 


8 righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now murderers. So long 
as they had their good Samuels, juſtice was like a mighty 
fream but when they would have a king like the Hea- 


thens, 


89 1 
mens, then men were made offenders for a word; and if 
any man ſtand in the way of the king's domination, the 
king's judges for money would condemn him, as in the 
caſe of Naboth for his vineyard. Ver. 23, Thy princes - 
are rebellious, and companions of thieves; therefore, 
ver. 25, when the Jews ſhall be converted, ſays the Lord. 
I will take away the tin, (of Monarchy) and I will re- 
ſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy counſellors as at 
the beginning; afterwards thou ſhalt be called the city 7 
of righteouſneſs, the faithful city. There are hopes nom 
that England, Ireland, and Scotland, may be faithfut 
cities, the droſs and tin of Monarchy being happily purged. : 
away The Lord tells them again of their fin in chooſ- 
ing kingly government, in the days of Hezekiah. Hof. 
viii. 3. Iſrael hath caſt off the thing that is good, hie 
enemy ſhall purſue him. Ver. 4, They have ſet up kings, 
but not by me; they have made princes, and I knew it 
not. Did any Royaliſt ever think, that God makes he 
fin of Monarchy equal to idolatry, as there he does? but 
let any Royaliſt, if he can, ſhew me one word of ap- 
proving or commending kingly office, or regal govern- 
ment, in ſcripture. And when God redeemed them from 
the Babyloniſh captivity, and gave them Ezra, who was - 
a ready ſcribe in the law of Mofes, Ezra vii. 6, he ſpeaks 
not one word of the commendations of kingly governy 
ment: nor yet Nehemiah, who was the king's cup-bearer, 
Nehem i. 11. a moſt active and zealous inftrument for 
God's ſervice, ſpeaks not a word of kingly power to be 
pf God; but, chap. vi, 6, 7, Sanballat and Tobiah, enc- 
mies 


bt 9) 


mies to reformation, ſent a letter to Nehemiah; that it 


appointed prophets to preach him up king at Jerufalem ; 
but Nehemiah ſent word that there was no ſuch thing, 
but it was feigned by craft and policy to hinder the work 
of God: and, ver. 13, ſays Nehemiah, They would have 


made me afraid, and to have ſinned, that they might have 


| matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 
And was not this the very language of the malignants, that 
the parliament intended to make themſclves kings, and 
many other falſe aceuſations raiſed againſt them, to diſ- 
| courage and weaken their hands from the work; but bleſ- 
| ſed be God, that hath maintained a ſpirit of Chriſtian 
fortitude in our good Nehemiahs. Ver. 11, Shall ſuch 
men as we do good works by the halves? God forbid: the 
4 Lord think upon his ſervants, both in patliament and 
army, for good, aceording to all that they have done and 
fuffered. And fo Haggai ii. 22, prophecies of overthrow- 
; ing the throne of kingdoms, and the ſtrength of the king- 
| dems of the Heathens, and the chariots, and thoſe that 
ride in them, but not a tittle in any of the prophets, where- 
by the lawfulneſs of Monarchy may be gathered or main- 
| tained: if the government were lawſul, why ſhould the 
Lord deftroy it? and if it muſt be deſtroyed from among 
the Heathen people, (that are ignorant of God, and ra- 
tional rather in habit than in act) certainly God is exceed- 
ing angry with his own people for ſuffering Monarchs to 
lord it over them, when 5 e a re in Pw * 
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was reputed that he intended to make himſelf king, and 
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-- ObjeQion. But was not Jeſus Chriſt born in the daR 
of Auguſtus Cæſar, who had ſo great a power that all t 


world was taxed in his days? Luke ii. 1. And did not © 
Joſeph and Mary, of their own accord, go up from Ga- 
lilee to Judea to be taxed? And is not ſubjection com- 

manded to the Roman Emperors, that were ſome of ch 
monſters of men, and that even for conſcience ſake? 
Rom. xiii. 5. Nay, did not Jeſus Chriſt himſelf works 
miracte, to pay tribute for himſelf and TR for CE 

5 en Firſt; concerning Fol of . xiii. 10 mars 
vel that any man, that hath but a dram of ingenuity, will 
object it; for it is as clear as eryſtal, that the magiſtrates 
there which are not to be reſiſted, are ſuch as command 
juſt things, and forbid the contrary; that are not a terror i 
to good works, but to the evil; for the law is not made 
for the righteous man, 1 Tim. i. 9. He that puniſues 
a man for doing good, is no more to be obeyed by any | 
command from God than Satan is. If God ſhould ſuffer Þ 
any people to be ſpiritually poſſeſſed or obſeſſed by the l 
devil, the ſcripture fays, that in ſach caſes only ſpiritual Þ 
reaſons are to be uſed this kind of burning, drowning, 
and perſecution, goeth not out but by prayer and faſting, 
Matth. xvii. 15, 21. But when rulers are poflefied with 
_ ſpirit of eruelty, hunting and thirſting after the blood, 
hberties, . and eſtates of honeſt people, they are not to? 
crouch under fuch burthens with an afinine patience, but 
fo quit themſelves like men, and purchaſe their freedom 
at any rate; for no remedy can be fo bad as ſuch a dif 


| 
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eaſe. If it ſhould be intended of religion, then Nero 
might have compelled chriſtians to worſhip the ſun, and 
the apoſtles had ſinned in Acts v. and if it ſhould be eon- 
ſtrued of a ſubmiſſion in civil. matters, that is to arm ſin 
by a commiſſion againſt the law; but the queſtion is, 
| whether monarchical government have any footing or di- 
vine approbation in ſcripture ; for God is not obliged to 


hinder fin and oppreſſion, but he approves it not. There 


| is a plain and direct prohibition againſt it. My people 
mall not have a king, ſays the Lord; but we will have 


a king, ſay they : tis your great ſin and wickedneſs to aſæ 
a king, ſays the Lord; but let us have one at our own 
perils, ſay they. As the poor Jews ſaid in another eauſe; 
his blood be upon us and our children, let us have a king, 


= though we ſmart never ſo much, and pay never fo dear 
for it. The people are made ſenſible of their fin, in aſæ- 


ing a king, and crave pardon for their rejecting God and 


à rational government, againſt which expreſs: inhibition 
and charter, in that 1 Sam. viii. Some inferences are 
made of the lawtulneſs of Monarchy in general, which, yet 
if it were lawful (as it can never be evinced, being againſt 
| reaſon) amongſt the heathens, yet it is no argument that 
it is lawful amongſt God's people, becauſe of that divine 


injunction that they ſhall not imitate the government nor 
manners of unbelievers. But that which Paul, by in- 
fpiration, wrote to the ſaints at Rome, was to ſatisfy 


them in any doubt that might ariſe by their living under 
imperial government; to tell them, that until God did 
find out a way to free them from hard taſk maſters, they 


muſt 
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muſt ſubmit for conſcience ſake : if Nero would ſend to 
them for half their goods, it was'better for them to part 
quietly with them than to reſiſt, and ſo to loſe their lives; 
for what could two or three hundred Chriſtians do to op- 


poſe the emperor's' power. However, he was none of 


their lord, they ſet him not up; but they came in by 
blood and conſpiracies, or elſe Romans elected them, 
The Chriſtians were merely paſſive in the governmengę 
and in conſcience ought to pay tribute to them, not as 1 


the government was approved by God, but becauſe it was 


God's will that Chriſtians ſhould, with as much peace 


and quietneſs as the world would afford them, paſs the 
time of their ſojourning here in fear; wherein the ſaigts 


% 


looked at the performance of the promiſes of God, and 


the will and mind of their heavenly Father, which they 
found in ſcripture to be, that as the people of God had 


ſuffered under the Egyptian power, thoſe Pharaohs and 
hard taſk-maſters, and ſo under the Babyloniſh power in 
the. captivity, and had fuffered and were trampled upon 


by the Aſſyrian, Perſian, and Grecian monarchs, ſo 


likewiſe they were to ſuffer and to be oppreſſed by the 
Roman power, as we read Dan. vii. where, by the viſion 


of the four beaſts is repreſented the four monarchs, men 
of beſtial ſpirits, that ereate a property by force, as 


amongſt the beaſts poſſeſſion is the only right. But, ſays 


Daniel, it muſt not be ſo always; for verſes 18, 26, and 


27, But the Saints of the Moſt High ſhall take the king- | 


dom, and poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for ever 


and ever ;. but the "ONT ſhall fit, and they ſhall take 
| -—— _awayy 
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ray his dominion to conſume and deftroy it unto the end; 
and the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of the 
| kingdom, under the whole heaven, ſhall-be given to the 
| people of the Saints of the Moſt High, whoſe kingdom i is 
an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve and 
U obey him, ſee Dan: ii. 44. Now this is a truth, that the 
| malignants exceedingly vex and fret at Pfal. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
. Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine A 
F vain thing? The kings of the earth ſet themſelves, and 
the rulers take counſel together againſt the Lord, and 
g geünſt his anointed; ſaying, Let us break their bonds 
| afunder; and caſt away their cords from us: he that fit- 
| teth in the heavens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall have them 

in derifion ; then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his fore diſpleaſure. Ver. 6, Yet I will 
| [fays the Lord) ſet King Jeſus upon his holy hill of Sion. 
The monarchs of the world think to entail their crowns 
| fo faſt upon their poſterity, and make laws, like the Medes 
| 2nd Perfians, to be unchangeable, and men may think 
| to eftabliſh royal ſtatutes, and make firm deerees, that 
| Monarchy ſhall ſtand; but the Lord will blow upon 
li them. It i is admirable to conſider that ſcripture of Jer. 
Kix, Babylon was to be deſtroyed, as it is, Pſal. exxxvii. 

| 8, 9, O daughter of Babylon, who art to be deſtroyed, 
dappy ſhall he be that rewardeth thee as thou haſt ſerved 
us; happy ſhall he be that daſheth thy little ones againſt 
| the ftones; and yet for the ſeventy years the people of 
God muſt be patient, and pray for the peace of that city 
[| where they were captives. but read that excellent 
TE place, 


1 2 
place, Jer. xxix. from the 4; to the 7 and 10. If the par- 
liament had complied with the late king, and ſet him 
upon the throne, it had been putting a golden ſeeptre in 
the hand of antichriſt, and a reed into the hand of Chriſt, 
to have called Chriſt maſter, but to have crowned him 
with thorns, and a mortal man with gold; it had been 
but mocking and ſcoffing at the promiſes of juſtice, holi- 1 

-neſs, purity, peace, plenty, and freedom from oppreſſion, i 
which the people of God are to enjoy upon the earth; fr 
do but conſider how ridiculous it is, to call thoſe De- 
fenders of the Faith, that are offenders of the faithful ; 
that make the ſaints offenders for a word ; that hate the 
ſaints as men naturally hate poiſon; from whence it Gl | 
lows, that the darkneſs and difſatisfaQtion which ham 
been upon the ſpirits of many Chriſtians concerning the 
| juſtice done upon the late king, proceeds from their not 
underſtanding the Scriptures, and not diſtinguiſhing the 
times and ſeaſons which the Lord hath appointed fer his 
people, when to be in a ſuffering condition, and when to, - 
be in a proſperous condition. The primitive Chriſtians 
were predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of their 
head Jeſus Chriſt, in a patient ſuffering, Rom. viii. a, 9, 
under tyrants ; but in theſe latter times the ſaĩnts me t 
get victory over the beaſt, and the kings of the earth ſtall 
bring their glory to God's people, Rev. xxi. 24. The 
Churches of Chriſt ſhall not any longer, as ſucking lambs, 
be 1n fear of wolves, or as tender kids in the paws of 
bears, nor as a prey to the mouths of lions; but thoſe that 
oppreſs the Lord's yeopleThall be fed with their own gelle 
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and 8 with 1 own blood, 28 with ſweet wine, 
and all the world ſhall know that the Lord is the Saviour 
and the redeemer of his people, the mighty one of Jacob, 
I Ifaiah lxix. 26. As it is God's prerogative to bind the 
devil in chains, ſo the ſaints ſhall bind kings on earth. 
Let malignants mock and jeer at the ſaints and ſervants 
of the moſt high God; mind what the ſcripture ſays, 
Plal. cxlix. ver. 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, Praiſe the Lord; fing unto 
1 Ac Lord, a new ſong, and his praiſe i in the — | 
ol ſaints; let Iſrael rejoice in him that made him; let 
te children of Sion be joyful in their king; let the high 
praiſes of God be in their mouths, and a two-edged ſword 
nin their hands, to execute vengeance upon the heathen, 
and puniſhments-upon the people; to bind their kings 
6 5 with chains, and their nobles with ſetters of i iron: to exe- 
cute upon them the judgment written. This, honour 
dave all his ſaints; praiſe ye the Lord: chat as Paul was 
delivered from the mouth of the lion, ſo the ſaints ſhall 
de delivered from all the lions and beaſts of prey, for God 
| will ere long viſit: Babylon, and all thoſe kings that have 
been drunk with the blood of the ſaints ; and then all men 
that are of the ſame ſpirit as the holy apoſtles were (as 
all chriſtians are animated by the ſame ſpirit as the mem- 
bers are by the ſame ſoul) ſball rejoice, Rev. xviii, 20. 
and it is a ſpecial duty of Chriſtians to expreſs their joy 

5 by finging and exaltations in the Lord, Rev. xix. 1, 2, 3. 
And for the effecting of ſo glorious a work the Lord will 
plead with fire and ſword with all the potentates of the 


n * lxvi. 16 but it muſt be a righteous war, 
, | Rev. 
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| Rey. xXix. 11, And I ſaw heaven opened, and behold a 
white horſe, and he that ſat upon him was called faithful 
; and true, and in righteouſneſs. he doth judge and make | 

war : for unleſs Juſtice be advanced in the front of all 
military deſigns, God will not protect the rear. It is an 
ertor in any to hold that the power of Antichriſt muſt not 
be deſtroyed by the martial ſword, and maintained by 
ſuch only as turn all Scriptures into allegories. - I do not 


count it any ſuperſtition for the gentry of Poland to ſtand } 


up, and draw their ſwords at the rehearſal of the Creed; 
ſignifying, that they will fight for their religion againſt all 
oppoſers. . And they that ate called, are faithful, ehoſen, 
and true, Jer. li. 20, Thou att. my battle-axe and. 
Weapon of war, for with thee will I break in pieces the! 
nations, and with thee will 1 deſtroy kingdoms, men of 
God's deſignation and appointment. He is the Lord of 
Hoſts that hath taught the hands of his ſervants to war, 
and their fingers to fight, Pfal. exlive, 1. .F or not only 
that knowledge which is divine is from God; but t (kill. 
in arms and expertneſs in wars; which though it may, in 
a great meaſure, be acquired by natural vaſour and un- 
derſtanding, voluntary induſtry, and long experience, yet 
conſidering how many veteran commanders, of noble ex- 
traction and education, famous in feats of chivalry, have 
been foiled, broken in pieces, and beaten at their n 
weapons, by a few gentlemen (in compariſon) and juve- 
nile mechanies, and honeſt tradeſmen, whoſe hearts the 
Lord hath drawn forth, and engaged to fight his battles; . 
we muſt needs acknowledge, that their valour, proweſs, 
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by kings and princes, in ſeveral texts of ſeriptüro, — 
2 only Heart eminent nurſing fathers to Göd's people, but : 


EF of 7 


and dexterity, Kath either been infuſed by God; or” ini 
me by him to a miraculous proficiency.-/ 
The ſeripture is very clear, that God's people were 
governed by parliaments; for though we read; 1 Kings: 
viii. 2. that all the men of Iſrael alſemBled to King 
Solomon, yet, ver. 3, the elders of Hrael only eame; the 
people were but virtually preſent by tepreſerrarivn; as 
every man, womari; and child, are fuppoſed to be preſent 


i par ament, otherwiſe am act could not in reaſon oblige 
tem. 1 Num iv. One of every tribs;. one 


chief of the 
Roufe of Bis fathers to appear and ſtand up for the reſt: 
and more exprefsly in the 2 Chron. i. 2 and v. 2, They 

are called euptains of theafands. and of Hundreds, that 


ſtand up for esunties and eiftes, judges chat weigl men's 


cauſes,” 'governors- of forts: and garriſons; and chief men 
for wiſdom, - principal officers for age and prudence ; ane: 


abeohfitable-t6 their brethren for any mal-adimmſtratien- 


But Rings make thefnſel es £5 facred, that they ray not 


be kohehed; they Tay, the laws are their own creatures, 

to which they ean no more be ſubject than the Romans 
ooud be ſubject to their own ſlaves. The” civilians at 
Paris nd long ſince reſolved, that the king bud not be 
plaĩntiff in any action, for he was not tied td any law. 
All is the efnperet's, as to property, though not as to 
poſſeſſion, ſay ſome of them ; and they have no other 
obligation but the conſezvation of their own dominions. 
and Srentneſas, they muſt diſſemble for their proper in- 
tereſts 
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tereſts One made many promiſes; and after being made 
a king, fait he was not the nn. that Fan and 
ſo all was void. 

In the wars between 4 III. and the bafons, yy 
of the citizens of London took part with the right ſide 
againſt the king (for never had any king juſt cauſe to 
fight againſt the people) who was taken priſoner ; an ob- 


ſtinate man that would not Yield; though he was brought 


to 4 morſèl of bread; the people, in that midnight of. | 


Popery, took oaths and proteſtations from him, for the 
maintenance of their lives and eſtates; and ſet him at li- 
berty; and in ſpecial he took à ſolemn oath not to queſ- 
tion the Londoners for any former matter, wiſhing: 
damiiation, and the loweſt chamber in hell for himſelf 
and his poſterity, if he did not punctually keep and 
obſcrie'them ; and tbok the Sacrament upon it, which he 
believed to be the very boq and blood of Chriſt; and 
the people vounted him a heretic that made the leaſt 3 
doubt of his non- performance; what not believe the 
king upon ſuch ſolemn oaths. and impreeations ? This was 
ratified by act of parliament; but what followed ? he had 
no ſooner got the militia into his own, hands, but the 
active men that contended for their liberties were impri- 
ſoned, the liberties of the city invaded, ſtrangers ap- 
pointed to be governors of the city; thoſe that had been 
honeſt put to death; their goods confiſcated, and never 
poor creatures more miſerably afflicted and tormented. 
And what promiſes did queen Mary make to the Suffolk 
men at Farningham-caſtle, that they ſhould enjoy their 
H 2 religion, 
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religion, eſtabliſhed by Edward VI. but when ſhe had- 
got power in her hand, ſhe began to perſecute and burn 


them for heretics; the poor Suffolk men beſought her to 


make good her promiſe ; what, ſaid ſhe, keep promiſe 
with heretics? I ſhall make you know that the members 


muſt not be ſo bold with their head, ; as to "endeavour to 
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Innumerable ade might be made * en 
princes in this kind, but it is but to ſhew the ſun with a 
candle. Monarchs have no other principles but ſelf- 
preſervation, though they ſhould intend to perform when: | 
they promiſe (which J doubt very few of them do) it is 
but as the jeſuits teach, to keep untiHthey have power to 
break and forgive an injury, as the Italian ſays, till he 
can revenge it; they have ſuch ſtrong temptations to 
draw their Hearts from what they have engaged them- 
ſelves unto, if it croſs them in point of domination, 


which is ſo ſweet a morſel unto them, that no prudent 


people will ever truſt them for matter ofi their liberties: 
Richelicu's principle and counſel to his maſter was, keep 
your ſupjects low, Sir, that having time little enough: to: 
get bread, they may never think of any liberties: I do 
not know whether his tongue and his head? were of the 


fame opinions (for he was famous for deep diſſimu- 


lations) but if he poke as he thought, I might without 
offence fay, that it was as unwiſe A e as ever eame 
from a ſcholar. : de oa er3ol 1 2 © 4 T7 

Let. me intreat Four Dobel patience but to fred 


A Ute of Machiavel ( mch; kings Kudy* more — ſorĩpa 
2 " WE} 


f om } 


ture) his words are thefe, in his Prince: A king, ſays 
he, muſt be a fox, that he may be aware of ſnares, and 
a lion, that he may ſcare the wolves; a wiſe prince ought 
not to keep his faith given, when the obſervance thereof 
turns to diſadvantage, and the occafions that made him 
promiſe are paſt. If men were all good, this rule would 
not be allowable, but being the people are full of mit- 
chief, and would not make it good to the prince, neither 
is he tied to keep it with them; nor ſhall a prince ever 
find lawful occaſion to. give colour to this breach. Very ! 
many modern examples might be alledged, wherein might 
be ſnewed how-many peaces have been concluded, and how 
many promiſes made, have been violated and broken by 
the infidelity of princes ; ordinarily, things have beſt ſuc- 
ceeded with him that hath been likeſt the fox, but it is 
neceſſary to underſtand how-to ſet a good ęolour upon it, 
and ito be able to feign and diſſemble thoroughly; and 
many are ſo ſimple, and yield ſo much to the preſent 
neceſſities, that he who hath a mind to deceive, ſhall 
always find ſome or other that will be deceived. 7 
Alexander VI. never did any thing elſe but * 
men, and never meant otherwiſe, and always found ſome 
to work upon; yet never was there any man that v“; 
proteſt more effectually, nor aver any thing with more | 
ſolemn oaths, .and;obſerve them leſs than he did; never- 
theleſs, his coſenages throve all with him. And further, 
ſays he, a prince will be forced, for the maintenance of 
his ſtate, to do contrary to his faith, charity, humanity, 
jad religion ; therefore it behoves him to have a mind 
H 3 1 ſo 
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ſo diſpoſed as to turn and take the advantage of all winds | 
and fortunes. And a little further, let the prince ſeem to 
him, that ſees and hears him, to be all pity, all faith, 


all integrity, all humanity, all religion; nor is there any 


thing more neceſſary for him to ſeem to have than this 
laſt quality, for men in general judge by the fight and 
-appearances, few by the touch; every man may come 
to ſee what thou ſeemeſt to be, but fe come to the truth 
and feeling of thee, to underſtand what thou art; and thoſe 
few dare not oppoſe the opinion of many who. have the 


| - majeſty of ſtate to protect them: and in all mens actions, 
_ eſpecially thoſe of princes, where there is no judgment 


to appeal unto, men forbear to give their reaſons till the 
events and ends of things. Let a prince, therefore, take 


BY the ſureſt courſes to maintain his life and eſtate, the 
means ſhall always be thought honorable, and commend- 


ed by every one, for the vulgar is ever taken with the 
appearance and event of a thing, and for the moſt part 
of the people, they are but the vulgar, the others are 
but few in compariſon ; there is a prince, fays he, that 
preaches faith, and that princes are not above their 
words, but had he kept his promiſes, he mr loſt any 
tate long ago—ſo far Maehiavell. 1 4 

And another principle amongſt Monarchs ie, that if 
any ſubje& begin to have a conceit of his own merits; 


or to deſerve well from the public, he muſt in reaſon of 


ſtate be diſeourted, if not executed, for fear of ſactiong 


j | 1 and rebellion. When David came to Jeruſalem, with the 
| | hens of the giant, the women met him ſinging, Saul hath 
ſlain 
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| Dain his 3 and David his ten enen 1 aft. 
18. 7. thereby aſeribing more honor to David than Saul, 
for which Saul was wroth againſt him, and from that 
hour you may obſerve that he never look't upon him 
with a pleaſant countenance. Oh this David, he ſtands in 
the way of my applauſe; he is counted a better ſoldier, | 
more juſt, mereiful, or religious than myſelf, baniſh him 
at the leaſt, if not, utterly deſtroy him. , Monarchy and 
wholeſome laws can no more cohabit, | then the Ark 
and Dagon ; take but one divine inſtance, what wicked 
Jaws and ſtatutes of Omri were practiſed and put in exe- 
cution, even by Monarchs that profeſſed to govern” and 
rule as for the Lord and over this people in'chap. lix. of 
Iſaiah, ver. 3. thelandis defiled with blood, the King ſhall 
Have power by daw to pardon murders under the name of 
man- ſlaughters, wer. 4. none calleth for Juſtice: nor 
any pleadeth for truth, ver. g. they hatch” cockatriee 
eggs, and weave the ſpiders web, ver. 8. there is no 
Judgment in their goings, they have made them orooed 
paths, ver. 9. therefore is judgment far from us, neither 
doth juſtice overtake us, ver. 14- 15. and judgment is 
turned away back, and juſtice ſtandeth afar off, for truth 
is fallen in the ſtreet, and equity .cannat enter, and the 
Lord was diſpleaſed that there was no judgment; the 
meaning whereof can be no other than this; that evan- 
gelical Prophet, or Prophetical Evangeliſt, Iſaiah, fore- 
telling the judgment that ſhould befall his own nation by 
the Aſſyrians and the Chaldeans, telleth Judah and Iſrael, 
W «a for corruption in their courts 'of Juſtice, 
4 = they 
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they mall be ſeverely puniſhed; his propheſy riding: ne 
higker than to the reign of Uzziah, King of Judah; and 
Jeroboam, the ſecond King of Iſrael, he tells them that 
their laws are like ſpiders webbs, they entangle poor 
clients as the ſpiders web doth the flies, to their deſtruc- 
tion, and undoing ; their laws are ſpun with ſo fine a 
thread, that none but cagle-eyed practiſers can diſcern 
them; the plaintiff hatches cockatrice eggs, the iſſue of 
many tedious ſuites, is poiſonfull and pernicious, if he 
recover, conſidering his coſts and pains,” he may put his 
gains in his eyes and ſee never the worſe; and if he miſtake 
his action, or do not hit the bird in the eye, he muſt, 
pay the defendant his coſts (who yet is in conſcience in- 
debted unto him) to his utter undoing; but the ſpirit of 


tend: for Monarchs, ſaith ver. 6. their webs ſhall not 


laws ſhall periſh with them, they ſhall prove but as cob- 
| webs to thoſe that practiſe them, and ſhall afford them no 
ſuccour againſt God's vengeance. Their laws are crookeq 
like the ſerpent, full of - turnings and windings, mean- 
ders and: intricacies; ſuch as ſwerve from the ſtrait and eaſy 
path of God's judicial laws; for equity can find no ad- 
mittance, or is not able to ſtand and bear itſelf. up; and 
ver. the 11. the people roar. like bcars, and mourn ſore 
like doves, and look many years for judgment, yet there 
was none; for Monarchy and good laws are inconſiſtent; 
and what Amos faith, chap. v. 21, 22, 23, I hate and 
i 1 50 Nor feaſt gays, and I ill not ſmell in your ſolemn 
2 | alkcmblics, 


| God propheſing againſt ſuch wicked counſellors that con- 


become garments ; when Monarchs are deſtroyed, their —_ 
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aſſemblies; 22. though ye offer me burnt efferings and 
meat offerings, I will not accept them, neither will 1 
regard the peace offerings of your fat beaſts ; ver. 23. take 
thou away from me the multitude of thy ſongs, for I will 
not hear the melody of thy viols, thrat is, leave off pray 
ing and ſinging, till there be a ſettled courſe of juſtice be- 
tween party and party to run down not by drops, but like 
a a mighty ſtream of water in a firm, quick, cheap and un- 
variable way; ; and chap. vi. 8. faith the Lord, I abhor A 
the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces, what blefſ- 
fog Lord! abhor thy poor worm Jacob, and his fathers- * 
p and beſt condition? ſure it muſt be for ſome tran- 


cendant iniquity, behold the reaſon rendered, Amos chap- i 


v. and 7. and vi. 12. for ye have turned judgment into 


wormwood and gall, and the fruit of righteouſneſs/i os: 43 


hemlock ; juſtice (which of itſelf is the moſt pleaſing 
and profitable thing 1 in the world, and which being tem-- 
red with mercy, cures all the diſtempers and diſeaſes 
fo a body politic) was corrupted, made moſt bitter t 
the oppreſſed and moſt abominable to God, when men 
are undone by the law, which ſhould preſerve them. And 
the laws were no better in Habakkuks time, i. 13, 14, 15. 
wherefore holdeſt thou thy tongue when the wicked de- = 
voureth the man that js more rightrous than he, and 
makeſt them as fiſhes of the ſea, as the creeping things that” 
haveno ruler over them, they take up all of them with 
the angle, they catch them with their net, and ga- 
ther them in their drags, therefore they rejoice and are 


pos that as in the n fiſnes "_ the lef- 
; — 
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ſer; ſo à full purſed malicious plaintiff or eee 
wearies out his poor adverſary, and right is conquered 
by might, by means of thoſe angles, nets, drags, and cob- 
webs, and rubs that hang and lye in the way and allies 
of juſtiee, preferring ceremonies, forms, and fhadows, 
before truths, xcalities, and ſubſtances; and Monarchs 
ever loved ſuch witty. judges as could expound the law, 
tat judgment ſhould be given as his Imperial Sacred 

Majeſty defired, and where the plaintiffs cauſe was ſo 
clear that ĩt was too groſs to give judgment againſt him, 
then after judgment given for him, to have ſuch council as 
ſhould find a knot in a bullruſk, an error in the proceed 
ings, to reverſe the judgoment ; and ſo the poor creature 
caught like a fiſh in a net, or a bird in the ſnare, and the 
wore he ſtruggles to get out, the faſter he is enſnared, for 
de maſt pay coſts to the defendant ho unjuſtly keeps | 
away his land fram him,, and if there be no ſuch net or 
Mare in ane court, chen he is brought into another, be- 
cauſe law and equity (which ſhould be the deareſt friends 
in the world) are many times together by the cars, and it 
is hard xeconeilingitbem; and being upon this ſubjcct, 
let but the Miſchearted conſiderVhat the Lord ſaith, Ifaiah 
i. from the 11. ver. to the 18. verbatim, ſo v. 7. God 
| looked for judgment, but behold oppreſſion; for righteouſ- 
| neſs, but behold a ery; God will at the length be cloyed 
| (as onejis.cloyed/with meat which he loatheth, and hig 
ſtomachgoeth againſt, Prov. xxvii. 5. with the prayers and 

dexotions of any nation in the world, that have not an 


Wee * ſure ang "_ juſtice, and will 
en 
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: difown and ſpew out ſuch a people, though they, | 3 
ſo inſtant in prayer, and by their inſtance and Rs 


| nies hope to ; ſpeed, Matth. i. 7. vet his ſoul hateth 
them, he abhors it from his very, heart; and take but 
that precious text of Jer. xxii. 101 did not thy father 
eat and drink, and do judgment and juſtiee, and chen it 1 
was well with him, he judged the cauſe, of che Poor. and 1 
needy, then it was well with him; Was not this in know 
ot, GihthoLoad?:; 1! 
Indeed a man would think that it. ſhould þojealier to 
find one good man, that would even ſacriſiee his life to 
reputation, and for the good of the people, and ſo one 
good King for whom the people; would even dare to die, 
Rom. v. 7. and if God's people had been left to any kind 
of government which they ſhould think beſt, they; might 
happily have entruſted; ſome good man with a plenarty f 
power, and have expected a bleſſing therein, but Monar- 
chy is againſt God's jaſtitution, and bleſings are only 
annexed to God's ordinances, pręad and wine in che ſar 
crament are better to work  devgtion .than;pompuous | 
toys, images and puppets are for carnal goſpellars; nad 1 
God when his people chooſe a king, they reject him. 
But does net Peter and Paul call an abſalute Monarchy | 
Gad s ordinance; I deny it, for the power legiſlative was : 
in the ſenate, the Romans did never intruſt any man by 
any legal conſtitution to do what he liſt without the peo. 
ples conſent in the ſenate. Nero's cruelties were pever. 
with;the peoples, conſent ; but _ Fab to Fas poor ow 
there, you ſce what differences 
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Cæſars and the Senators, who ſtand for the peoples liber- 
ties; in ſuch a caſe, thoſe that have the ſwords in their 
Hands as the Emperors had (the militia being at his dif- 
pofat)it i is beft for you to ſubmit to them; thoſe to whom 
Peter tote being ſtrangers, ſcattered by perſecution, were 
not to trolible themſelves with ſtate-matters no more than 
it had been Proper for the Dutch or Freneh congregations 
chat live quietly in London, to have troubled themſelves 
with the difference between the late King and the Parlia- 
ment. But may not people live happily i in a mixt monar- 
chy; where the King may have a prerogative ia many 
things, and yet the people enjoy their Hberties; I fay 


not, for monarehy and liberty are inconſiſtent and incom- 
patible: indced, an apprentice” that hath a good maſter, 


may aſter a fort be ſaid to be free; but to ſpeak properly, 
he is à fervant; ſo if theſe ſhould be a good King, (like a 
black fun) G pet ple miy be leſs miſerable fora ſeaſon, 
put it eannot hold long, for every creature ſecks its own 
perfeQion, which depending upon the deſtruction of one 
another, they act accordingly, and therefore, for any 
people to live in quiet, it is neceffary that they be totally | 
flaves, or wholly frec; and thoſe Kings, at firſt, that 
promiſe- or pretend to be ſatisfied with a mediocrity of 
power, they do not intend to reft there, but that they! may 
the more eaſily eompaſs what remains; and for my own 
part, when I heard many wiſe men ſpeak of making 
peace with the King, and tying him up fo cloſe to his 
laws, that he ſhould not be able to hurt the people I 


OT it was but a kind of diflimulation to make peo- 
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ple beyond ſua think him to be a great king; and yet. 
in effect to make him ſtand but for a eypher, therefore, . 4 
do much prefer the Spaniſh principle! before the/Soottiſhy: 
The firſt wiſhes; that he had many lives to looſe- for: his 
king; and that he had rather looſe; his-life; than queſtian 
theiſking's juſtice; / but the Scots contend. for: a King of 
Clouts, merely for the name of a king, that muſt be 
whipt if he look but awry, ] keeping their kiags in as 
muck awe as ſchool boys. Fer any people to live in 
ſlavery when they may be free, is a haſeneſs of ſpirit, and 
for others for to eontend for a king and no king, I mean 
à titular king with6uto phwer,, - not ſo much power 484 4 
high conſtable hath. to eommit amight walker, is rather. 
worſe; for God that hath, puniſhed- groſs profancneſs; in. 
England and Ireland with rods, wl-pupiſh cpi in 
Scbtland with ſcorpions. N vin noma en 1 — 

But ftill verſatile wits will: be. objecting what) were 
all the former emperors tyrants in the four Monarchieed 
Or if ſo; what ſhall we: ſay of the- Kings gf Kſracl. and 
Judah? Where the king is ſole judge, or hath a negative 
voice, there he is unlimited, and canſequently a tyrant, 
that may do what he pleaſes; and ſuch a one ean never 
have any love of a people of any underſtanding. If the 

people be judges, and may make War gr. peace - without. 
the king, then he is no king: zit is no diſcretion to be too 
much in particulars. Certainly for the gepeęral 3, Mg. 
narchs have been monſters of men; a generation, of men, 
erat women bord for the, e hs rue of man- 


| higheſt | 
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higheſt elevation and magfitude; more foreible to prove 
voke and irritate God's juſtee to puniſh the world, than 
the honeſty and fingle-heartedneſs of the people, to incite 
and procure kis ptrdoning mercy and forgivenets : theres 
fore, I hope all good people will agtee with me, that we 
have great cauſe to fejeice in that famous piece of juſtice: 
of January 36, 1618, acted where moſt of their miſeriłs 
| had been plätted and, us Joſephus records (Antiquit. 
| 1ib. 18. cap. 6.) of one Marſius, that aſter the death of 
that tyrant Nero, er Tiberius, he made an oration to thé 
people to write every man upon his door, Ihe Lion is 
dead; and, as after the femoval of Tarquin, the Ro- 
Wals would not fo muchas endure che name of a kings! 
which comes from the did Savoff brd k:#img, ot rather 
canning; for they learn to eatchi the prey and (devour! 
1 would intreat my honoured con¹me td be: 
40 Wiſe we this getieration''as the Romans were before 
Chis time, and (inſtead of plotting 10 deſtro them: 
fel ves by Rumiting after fiew tyrants) t6 donſider what the 
ſpirit of God aith inthe 19th of Erek. from verſe x tc 
the geh verfe, Let them ſay unto the children of the- 
late King, What is thy mother? à lioneſs; The lay dow 
ambng lions, the nouriſhed her whelps among young lions, 
ald inte brought up ole of Fer helps, it became à young! 
ton, "21d it learned to catch the prey, it devoured men; 
* but whett ThE aw that her hope was loſt, The took àno- 
ther of Her helps and made Hirni a young lion; and he: 
went up ard down among che lions ; he became a young 


Hon, kia learned to catch the "_O_U 6— men: 
— then 
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then the nations ſet agaltiff Hm on every fide, and'fprodie 
their het oVE,r him, He vas taken in their/pity and-they 
put him in chains, fd imptiſoned him; that Kis votes 
Fas N Höre Renard upon ihc en of Tlrael. Ho 
admirabſe and adorable is the fuftnefs of ſeriptaxe, _ 
it Had been calculated for the meridian bf Enpland: i Zes 
dckiah Was thie laſt King of Juda, the Whelp/was Neher 
atizz, Who was Ring for three” tholiths' erf] 2 Kings 
Ak. Yer. 31. Ile was taken in à pft of ftet, & phraſe 
importing the fhauner öf catching Hens, ef hom eres 
Mrfaft ptopheficd, that he fhéuld never” return to ſet his | 
aative cbuntty, Fer. 4 1e. The scher whelp' was: 
Ichioiakim, who went up and down craving aid from ths 
Ring of Egypt to make him King, Which was the eduſe of 
His rum. The rbaring of the whelp trixde à great nol? 
by their eruel and fyramfmeal cfrfHands ; But Yey Were 
make im ſtiong holds, and eh Ad, Wers Buren 
with the buviat of abr ufs, Jef. Xii“ 19. Gitown et e 
x dürtghitt. t 18 not 1, büt the Spifit of Gd mn We 
Foy ſerfptutts, Hat cats a King (that challenges 4 PN 
againſt the public judgment of the people in A ma 
council) and his ehildren, a lion and his whelps. The 
Lord knows my heart, that I bear no more malice to- 
any one herein mentioned or intended, than I did when 


J lay in my cradle ; and though I ſhould expect no more 


merey from them than there is milk in a male tyger, if 
the Lord ſhauld ſuffer me to fall into their hands, as he 
juſtly might in regard of my ſins, though I truſt for his 
mercy's ſake he will not, yet I do freely pray for bleſſings 


Ul 


n 


npon them, that if it be the will of God, thoſe fathers 
leſs children which are not fit to be kings upon earth⸗ 
may be heirs of Heaven, to a kingdom that cannot be 
moved; and if it ſhall pleaſe God to give repentance to 
any of them, that with Achan they ſhall eonfeſs their ſin, 
and give glory to God; learn to govern themſelves, and 
renounce all vain and ſinful pretences. I ſhould be an 
humble advocate for them, that Merey might be bo- 
nourably ſeated on the right hand of Juſtice, and that 
there might not only be a competent, but an eminent 
exhibition allowed them for their ſupport; for I ,could 
heartily, wiſh, that ſuch as profeſs Chriſt would die more 
to vain philoſophy, Col. ii. but live to moral philoſophy, 
i it were but to learn this leſſon, of. bleſſing them that 
curſe. us, and doing the good of juſtice againſt the evil 
of injuſtice 3 becauſe for any man to lay aſide his juſtice, 
is to. deprive himſelf of reaſon, and to become à brute; 
Juſtice, being nearer of kin to every magiſtrate chan his 
child or brother, a8. being part of his ſoul; but juſtice 
without meien cruelty, and mercy tho re! 2 
mere fatuity. 90294 9111 i; * * 38 my 5 5 
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' THOUGH dende and Ariſtocracy are "hz 5 
forms of Government in much the gronter part nge 
many are the advocates for each, yet in the more enlightened - 
and leſs corrupted. Rates, e or * Republicatilin, bl. 
dominant. 

The „ W Nabel li (whole memory wil 
de dear as long as ever a lover of truth and impartiality e. 
| is) regarded RoY ALI8M ar @ crime equal to that of poiſenings. | 

The no leſt celebrated and admired Rovatav decked | 
himſelf be enemy of tings; and Tuomas Paing has advanced - 
in his celebrated Rights of 288 truths ne in 2 bf 
a Republican Government. 23 

Though theſe great political oracles 1 exhauſied al tho 
powers of genius in ſupport of their ſyſtem, till their attempts 
have at preſent been fruitleſs. The miſt of prejudice obſeures 
the eyes of mankind, who have forgot their natural dignity, | 
and ſtoop without repining at the enormous burdens heaped 
upon their paſſive ſhoulders. Dazzled by the ſplendor df 
courts, ang taught to regard a ling as little leſs than a divi- 
nity, the people, blindly led by ſuperſtition and ignorazices 
deer dared to look i into the mn 
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ment, or tax their governors as tyrants and oppreſſors. Let 
impartiality then judge between a Republican and Monarchial 
ſyſtem. 

The immenſe ſum a ee whos to Catisfy his tin, or 
exalt the dignity of his throne, would enable xt thouſand fami- 
lies of our fellow-citizens to live comfortably—ſuppoſe nothing 
Elſe was adduced, this is a ſufficient reaſon for aboliſhing it, 
If this vaſt ſum was taken off, a reduction of taxes might be 


1 effected, and conſequently caſe he people in ſome degree, 


What advantages does a nation derive from a king? Kings 
do nos exalt its dignity ; nor dqes the ſplendor of a throne 
| tend to terpify its enemies. The real dignity of a nation con- 
Ads! in a contempt for childiſh baubles, and the conſciouſneſs 
of its on dignity. The executive power of a nation can do 
without a king; and common ſenſe will tell every unbiaſſed 
man, that intruſting the ſovereign power in the hands of one 
man, is the higheſt imprudence, as it ſubjects the ſtate to hi, 
3 capricious will. What then is a king ? : an officer from * 
no advantage flows. from whom nothing is requited—whoſe | 
| place may at one time be filled by a fool—at another time a 
 4yrant—a place of form devoid of utility, fit for nothing ex- 
cept to engender political corruption, and court intrigue. 

Republicaniſm has been cried . down as the worſt of evils 
by every. court ſycophant ; but their calumnies ſerve more ef. 
feQually to exhibit the. vices and abuſes of Monarchy, which, 
| though ſufficiently expoſed, has ſuch men, and (to the honour 
of human nature} ſuch men only for its defenders, An. equal 
Republic i 1s the eſſence of human reaſon; it is the only go- 
vernment in which freemen can diſplay their abilities and 
firength ; 3:2 government ir in which the wiſdom of 2 whole na- 


S e ſupports the /expences of the preſent expenſive war again 
| dmoſt every power in Tape 9 9 5 by this abolition. 
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men fatten upon the labours of the - induſtrious mechanic 
where à perfect equality is its leading feature-—where-freeddrmh © 
of ſpecch is admitted; nor are the efforts of genius in feat bf | 
thoſe formidable miniſterial weapons —pry/ecations; eu 
| laws, equal liberty, to the pooreſt as well ag the rich, no ex» 2 
penſive pomp to ſupport a king, under the denomination. of a 
eivil bit; in ſhort, Republicanjſm needs only to be well un- 
2 and it would be univerſally admired and adopted. 
The oppoſition to ſuch. a ſyſtem. proceeds from nothing but 
Ignorance, except we ſay the eee placemen hang tp: dere 1 


it, 


In the Englich- Government, nothing but the ſhadow of De- 
moeracy remains, the ſubſtance is fled, for nearly the whole 
of the Houſe of Commons conſiſts of the ſons of . thoſe very 
. - -hoblemen who compoſe the Ariſtocragy of the kingdom. Who 
then repreſent the people? Why? The people are not repre... - 
ſented, for the Lower is influenced by the Upper Houſe | 
Even the ſo much boaſted conſtitution as ſettled at the Revo. 
lution in 1688, has been, and 1s continually groſsly violated, 
Placemen may now fit in the Hoyſe of Commons, a thing 
_ diametrically oppoſite to the AR of Settlement, wherein it 
expreſsly declares that: No perſon having an office or place m- 
d der the king, or receiving a penſion from the Crown, /ball be © 
cc capable of ſerving as a member of the Houſe of Commons.” And 
this is not the enly innovation upon the rights of the people 
fince the Revolution, Triennial parliaments 1 were then 5 | 
ane beſt to prevent bribery and go 
prolonged to ſeptennial, in order to keep miniſters jg 
in their ſituations. 
Thus is that Groxlous Nr N which we are in. 
firugted to admire, e e 3 


d then paſſed 
avlled.. What- difference: i is chaos — * Amited 
Britain, and the ited deſporiſm' of 
er Praffs ; for though the King of Great Britain ie 
. fappoſcd nover to do norongy and his miniſters are amenable for 
ill while e a ap 
21. P. n, the bie mbemmte member of the Fre 


« cbboagh George, by playing the farce » 
s enjoy that dignity bimſelf.” 
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